


Has your lighi-as-a-fealher, ч 
swiss cheese-drilled, 4 
MX sprocket left you 
stuck on the trail? ENDURO SPROCKETS 
Get steel, it's real! Fronts $10.-$16.95 Rears $28.-$39.95 


МХ ВАСЕВ KIT O-RING KIT 
Front & Rear Sprockets Front & Rear Sprockets 
and Racing Chain and O-Ring Chain 
$83.95 $99.95 


Extreme 
ALUMINUM SPROCKETS 


Gearz “Extreme” Aluminum $39.95 


BA CING 5 UPPL Y 


Hf. 123 Norton, MA 02766 
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Front & Rear Sprockets 
and Standard Chain 


A 


RACING S. on Y 


Steel Front Sprockets $16.95 
Aluminum R-Sprockets $35-$39.95 


$21-$47.95 
Chain & Sprocket Kits from$89.95 


The World's #1 Motorcycle Chain 


420x126 O-Ring Chain $48.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $29.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $59.95 
520 O-Ring Chain from$52.95 | 520 O-Ring Chain from$57.95 | 520 Gold O-Ring from$95.95 


ALL OUR CHAIN PRICES INCLUDE THE MASTERLINK! 








Motorcycle 


FK Chain 





300-654-4998 


Customer Service & Info. 508-285-4342 


E MAIL: 





KCRS@MSN.COM 


C.0.D. CASH OK 


SAME DAY 


SHIPPING 


FERT us 


ORDERS ARE PACKED IMMEDIATELY! 


NO "HANDLING" CHARGE! 


IN-STORE PRICES ARE THE 
SAME AS MAIL-ORDER! 


VISIT OUR OUT-LET STORE 


100% OFF ROAD, NO QUADS, NO JET SKI, NO HARLEY! 


Directions: From Rt.95 take Rt.495 South, 
take Exit £10 (Rt.123) West for 3 miles. 
We are located on the right. 


Prices and avallabiity subject to change without notice. 
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400x18  MT16 $60.95 
450x18  MT16 $63.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 


TRELLEBORG 


100/100x18 754 $86.95 
110/100x18 754 $89.95 
100/100x19 754 $86.95 
110/ 90x19 754 $85.95 
80/100x21 914 $62.95 


MICHELIN’ 
120/ 90x21 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 80x18 MS/P $64.95 
140/ 80x18 MS10$68.95 
120/ 80x19 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 70x19 MS/P $63.95 
110/100x18 VE33 $49.95 


yf 
Ine 
100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
110/100x18 VE37 $56.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
`100/ 90x19 M5B $56.95 
`110/ 90x19 M5B $60.95 
80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
80/100x21 VE39 $39.95 


DUNLOP 


1100/100x18 752 $58.95 
110/100x18 752 $59.95 
120/00x18 752 $65.95 
100/ 90x19 752 $60.95 
110/ 90x19 752 $65.95 
120/ 90x19 752 $69.95 
80/100x21 752 $56.95 
100/100x18 737 $60.95 
110/100x18 737 $64.95 
100/ 90x19 737 $64.95 
110/ 90x19 737 $68.95 
80/100x21 490 $56.95 
80/100x21 755 $56.95 


HEAVY DUTY 
RACING TUBES 


Moose Super $22.95 
Moose Slime $14.95 
Trelleborg ISDE $20.95 
Michelin AirStop $15.95 
Metzeler $15-$16.95 
ChengShin $11-$12.95 


BRAKE 


PADS 

Dunlopads from $24.95 
EBC X Pads from $19.95 
EBC R Pads from $21.95 
Galfer Pads from $22.95 


&Ex— BRAKE 


== PINS 
Quick Pins from $9.95 


BRAKE 


ROTORS 
Fredette $99.95 
Braking Rotors 
from $119.95 


WHEEL 
BEARINGS 


Double Sealed $6-$13.95 


ENDURO 7 


SKID 
PLATES from $55.95 


CARBURETOR 
& AIRBOX 
Swamp Kit $ 9.95 
Extreme Kit $19.95 
Airbox Drain$12.95 
Tranny Vent$ 5.95 





RPR d 
PIPE GUARD 


$39.95 


MUIEELG 


Piston Kits from $37.95 
Gasket Kits In Stock! 


ROCKET: 


CLEANER 
$9.95 
Twin Air 
Airfilters $20.95 


Filter Oil $14.95 
Filter Cleaner $21.95 


FORK È = 


SEALS 
Showa,KYB,WPfrom$9.95 


in 28 
HANDLEBARS 

Answer ProTaper $89.95 
Uni-Mount Kit $69.95 
Renthal from $59.95 
Moose Aluminum $49.95 
Moose Steel $17.95 


= Ga 


SPRINGS 

Fork Springs $79.95 
Shock Spring$89.95 
RaceTech ыш 95 


Бю} | 


Barnett from $79.95 


ULA 
PLASTIC 
F-Fenders from $19.95 
R-Fenders from $17.95 
R-Scoops from pr $39.95 
S-Panels from pr $41.95 
Fork Guards $28.95 
Frame Guards $18.95 


Mint- 


Cables from $12.95 


SF UA 
LE 
Route Sheet Hldr. $19.95 
Brush Guards $29.95 
Deflectors $24.95 
Score Card Hidr. $ 8.95 
Rotor Guards $19.95 
Speedo Spacer $19.95 
KTM Footpegs $69.95 
KTM Rad Nuts $14.95 


Ш GAS CAN 
LN 25Gal $35.95 
5Gal $39.95 


CAMELBAK 


$29.95 
$30.95 
$14.95 
$ 4.95 


320z. System 
700z. System 
Bladders 
Mouth Piece 


Link Drink Kit $16.95 
Link Insulated Kit $24.95 
Route Sheet Hldr. $27.95 


NO LEAK 
MOUTH PIECE 


Bite Valve Fits All $9.95 








On the cover: Fred Hoess at full 
throttle, on a firecut in the Sandy 
Lane enduro, opening event of the 
1997 ECEA season. Photo by the 
Bossman, clothing by Answer, bike by 
Suzuki, makeup by Noel. 
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Warning: Motorcycle riding, hare scrambling, enduro riding and {тай riding 
are all inherently dangerous, and unless you've already accepted the fact that 
you could get hurt easily doing anything illustrated in this book we'd hesitate to 
recommend that you try it. If you do, wear all protective gear, including a hel- 
met, gloves, heavy boots, knee guards and anything else you can find. You 
should bundle up like a polyethylene Sta-Puft marshmallow man, and then go 
out and have fun. You will. Just don't worry about banging yourself up. 

Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-5922) is published monthly at 64 Cutchogue Trail, 
Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. 
Box 129, Medford NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian sub- 
Scriptions are $25 yearly, and overseas subs are $40 yearly, air delivery. Copyright © 
1997 by Trail Rider Magazine. АП rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in 
this magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written permission by the 
publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are welcome, although we assume no 
responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless special arrangements are made in 
advance, all published materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Second class 
postage paid at Medford, NJ and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 129, Medford, NJ 08055. 
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by Paul Clipper 
Fool's Gold 


ell, you really did it this time, Steve." 

Jim said, pacing slowly around the 
sad looking Yamaha DT-1 Steve had 
wheeled into the garage. It was a classic. 
The saddle was completely duct-taped, 
the tank had been painted black; proba- 
bly in an effort to hide the massive dents 
all over it. Both tires were completely 
bald, the rear one right down to the 
cords. The handlebars were those old, 
ultra high-rise type touted as "desert 
bars" in the early seventies, and every- 
thing on it that was made out of steel was 
covered with varying thicknesses of rust. 
It even looked like the aluminum was 
rusty. “You wanted something that was 
basic transportation, and assuming we 
can even get this pile running, that's all 
you're going to wind up with." 

^Now don't be gettin' cranky with me, 
Jim! I told you what I wanted a bike for. I 
ain't a racer like you and the rest of your 
friends. All I need is something to get me 
around at work. We've got six fields 
worth of irrigation lines to cover, and 
there ain't no way I can cover them all on 
foot. 'Can't use the truck because the 
ground's too muddy.” 

^Well why didn't you get a three-wheel- 
er?" 

^Shoot, only women ride three wheel- 
ers!” 

“Strong words from a guy who just vol- 
untarily bought a Dit-one. What'd this 
thing set you back, anyhow?” 

“Four hundred bucks, and the guy said 
that once I got it all fixed up it would be 
worth six, easy.” 

Jim wobbled for an instant as a feeling 
of faintness waved over his body. “Worth 
six? I hope to kiss a duck! If you can 
make this thing run for 200 bucks I'll 
have that seat for lunch with a side of lin- 
guini. Even if we make the engine run 
you can’t ride it with those tires, and look 
at this, the right fork leg is bent! Cracked, 
too! I swear! I had that guy from the club 
ready to sell you his old XR200 and you 
passed it up for this thing!" 

Steve shook his head. "Now come on, 
Jim; you know that friend of yours want- 
ed $950 for that XR, and I seen some of 
Honda's ads on 'em. Them XRs is racers, 
no doubt about it, and I ain't so stupid 
not to know that a racer would be too 
much for me." 

A liberated tuft of hair floated down 
from Jim's clenched right hand. Pulling 
hair out would be a better bet than taking 
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a swing at Steve. He was new to bikes 
and as stupid as a sea slug, but he was 
also three sizes bigger than Jim and 
could crumble him up like a Saltine if he 
wanted to. Instead, he flopped down on 
an upended milk crate and stared at the 
DT-1 until his rage subsided. 

“Okay, Steve," he said, finally. "I'll tell 
you what to do. Put this thing in your 
pickup truck and take it over to the 
Yamaha shop, and tell them you want 
whatever parts it takes to get the engine 
running. By the feel of the kickstarter I 
think you'll need a piston, and lord 
knows what else. Just tell them to give it 
the once over and start ordering parts." 

Steve roared off with his new prize, anx- 
ious to get started, and six hours later he 
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was back in the garage. The Yamaha’s 
cylinder had been pried off of the 
encrusted lower end, and a very worn pis- 
ton with a rusted ring dangled on the end 
of a rather stiff looking connecting rod. 
He was babbling excitedly. 

“Yeah! They took off that engine and 
told me the cylinder was past the limit, 
so I got a new one! And the thing on top 
of the cylinder was full of pock-marks, so 
I got one of them and a new piston and 
things!” 

“Did they say anything about this con- 
necting rod?” 

“What? Oh that thing? Yeah, I needed a 
new one of them and a crank, whatever 
that is, but they didn’t have it so I went 
down to Newbury Yamaha and got one 
there. They called ‘em for me!” 

“Newbury Yamaha? That’s got to be two 


hours away from here!” 

“Yeah, but parts is parts! I’m rarin’ to 
go, and a little drivin’ don’t make no dif- 
ference!” 

Jim stopped talking at that point, and 
went to work pulling the rest of the bike 
apart. Steve pitched in with a wire brush 
and bucket of solvent, and by the time 
he had everything cleaned up Jim had a 
list made out for him; on which was a 
pair of shocks, one fork leg, nearly every 
bearing on the bike, new cables, a pair of 
tires, brake shoes and a note on where to 
go to get a cracked hub welded up. Steve 
ran out twice as excited as he was the 
first time, and Jim had to tell him three 
times to not come back that night—Jim 
was more than willing to do the work for 
him, but he wasn't willing to stay up all 
night to finish it. 

Eight o'clock in the morning, there was 
Steve, pounding on the front door. Out in 
the garage, he emptied the contents of 
three good-sized cardboard boxes and 
rubbed his hands with glee. 

Jim poked through the piles of parts, 
noting with a certain amount of amaze- 
ment that he seemed to find everything 
on the list. "Did you find all this stuff 
down at Mike's place?" 

“Yeah, a lot of it. I had to go back to 
Newbury for a few of them, and the guys 
at Newbury found one last piece in 
Massachusetts." 

“Massachusetts? They going to deliver 
it?" 

^No, they were open late. I went down 
and picked it up—wasn’t that far from 
Newbury." 

Jim sighed with frustration. "Can I ask 
what you spent on all this?" 

“Меп... got the receipts right here in 
my wallet. Here...9155 at Mike's place— 
he gave me a break...$200.16 at 
Newbury, and $78.54 at Waldo's in 
Massachusetts." 

"Steve, you know that's over $400, and 
according to the slips you left here yester- 
day, you spent $540 on the engine alone! 
Steve...! You spent $1100 on this rolling 
junk pile so far, and all it is is a heap on 
my garage floor! You could be riding that 
XR right now...!” 

Steve chuckled and shook his head. "I 
knew I was gonna have to fix this 
Yamaha up, and sure's we're sitting here 
that XR needed some work, too! You're 
always working on your bike, so don't tell 
me I'm wrong. Besides, that XR is a racer, 
they take some skill to ride, and I ain't 
got that kind of skill. Heh heh! Naw, me 
and this old Yamaha are gonna get along 
fine! Now, what say we get to work 
again?" 

Jim had his back turned, and while 
Steve couldn't see him he fondled the 
new fork leg from Newbury Yamaha; heft- 
ing it, testing its weight. АП it would take 
is a quick spin and a blow to the side of 
his head...but then he'd still have that 
pile of Yamaha parts on his garage floor. 
It wasn't worth it. QO 
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Dust repellant Anti-Static i 
spray for goggles. 


T-HANDLED WRENCH 


Compact size for easy 
carry. 8, 10, 12mm. 


This.is а = not a 10- minute moto! A simple flat can mean à is ates $ 


push if you don't have the proper tools . 


REAR SPROCKETS 


Tough, good-looking sprockets at 
a real good price. Computer 
designed cutaways reduce weight 
while maximizing strength. 


. Ог didn' t'use quality offroad 
uA кыеп. Nobody: spends as much time а ‚| hard 


Super filtration 
at a super 
good price. 


HEAVY DUTY TIEDOWNS 


7' length for 
extra reach. 


BRAKE PADS 


Designed to provide 
superior stopping power 
and extra long life. 
Resísts overheating. 


$3395 


ALUM. HANDLEBAR 


Choose from 6 cool 
colors and 8 popular 
bends to fit every 
rider's style. 


Hardened steel 
for long life. 


Contact a dealer 
nearest you for our & 
1997 catalog and £ 
satisfy all of your / 

offroad needs. į 
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Snow Run Rescheduled 

At first, it looked like the Snow Run, 
NETRA's longest running enduro, would be 
canceled this year. The reason? The weather 
just stunk. A foo-foo winter climate in south- 
ern New England produced three months of 
mud season, rather than freezing, and the 
Snow Run trails were just too soft for all the 
traffic. The event was rescheduled twice, 
with no cooperation from the weather, and 
finally trail boss Dean Olsen and the 
Connecticut Ramblers had to call it off, end- 
ing 44 years of non-stop Snow Run promo- 
tion. 

Or so it seemed. The Ramblers and state 
D.E.F. officials got together in March, and 
after a short meeting the state decided to 
allow the event to happen on December 14 
of this year. So, instead of being the first 
event of 1997, the Snow Run will turn out to 
be the final event...assuming the ground is 
good and frozen by that time. 


Norton and Dyno Port 

Rich Daly of Dyno Port, always ready to 
spread the word that he's in the business of 
making real eastern woods pipes, called to 
beg us to let the world know that Tommy 
Norton is back on Dyno Port this year. 
Norton, The 1996 NETRA hare scrambles 
champion, is actually back on KTM in 1997, 
riding a 125 in the NETRA enduro series 
(we'd bet you'll see him at one or more hare 
scrambles before the year’s out). This is the 
first year that Norton has chosen to concen- 
trate on the enduro series, and it will be 
interesting to see how he does in a time- 
keeping environment. 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


New England Trail Rider AMA 
Association (NETRA) P.O. Box 6114 
P.O. Box 478 Westerville, OH 43081 
Ellington, CT 06029 (614)891-2425 
(860)875-5757 New York Trail Rider 












Massachusetts Trails and $1060 


There is legislation proposed in Massachusetts that would open up more trails to off-road 
riding in the state, and open those trails year-round, weather permitting, but it will only pass 
the Legislature if Massachusetts’ trail riders give it a push. Now, the trouble with writing 
about this stuff in Trail Rider is a thing we have called “lead time.” Lead time is the time 
between this piece is written and when you get to read it, otherwise known as the amount 
of time it takes to get the magazine printed and mailed out to you. Because of our two or 
three weeks minimum of lead time, this news usually gets to you just a little bit late, but it’s 
not too late for you to make a difference. 

We've been getting regular fax bulletins from Mark Bettencourt, one of the major movers 
and shakers in the Massachusetts situation (and a real thorn in the Mass. D.E.M.'s side, we'll 
proudly add). The latest note is to urge every trail riding resident of Massachusetts to call 
your state senator and representative and tell them you'd appreciate it if they'd support bill 
51060. To do this, call the state house at (617)722-2000 and tell them where you live, and 
they can tell you the number for your local senator or representative. Call them and tell 
them you want them to support $1060; usually you won't get to talk to the big cheese them- 
selves. You'll get to talk to an aide who just counts for and against on everything, but that's 
okay. It's just like voting; they don't care who you are or what you really want, they just want 
to know the numbers. If enough of us call and say we're "for" something, that's the way 
they'll vote. It's simple, really, and painless, so call them today—and call before five p.m. 

If you feel empowered afterwards and want to make more calls, call Senate Chairperson 
Lois Pine's office at (617)722-1639, and House Chairperson Douglas Petersen's office at 
(617)722—2210 and urge their support for the bill as well. 

This is what it will take to get the trails open, folks, and it's not a very difficult thing. Just 
call them up and let them know how you feel, and if enough of us make noise they will oil 
the squeaky wheel. That's the way the system works. 












































East Coast Enduro 
Association (ECEA) 
RD 4, Box 5671 


Alliance, NENYC 
8 Komar Drive 
Charlton, NY 12019 


D.E.R. H.S. This Month 


Speaking of hare scrambles, the Delaware 
Enduro Riders are holding their annual St. 
Georges hare scrambles this month, proba- 
bly next week as you're reading this, on the 
27th. Featuring their largely phragmitis reed 
course across from the Gunning-Bedford 
School, this is one Delaware event where 
you'll really be able to use all of top gear and 
your main jet. They do a good job at this 
hare scrambles; be there early in the morn- 
ing on April 27th, or call (502)854-4411 for 
more information. 


It's Riding Season! 

Speaking of events, let's look at what's in 
store for May. This is finally the season when 
the woods are pretty much open in New 
England, although after the tons of snow 
they had in the far north we'd still expect it 
to be wet now in northern New Hampshire 
and Vermont, and way up in Maine, of 
course. Regardless, there are plenty of 
things to do just a little farther south. For 
example, the John Monahan enduro in 
Freetown, Mass., on the 25th. The Pilgrim 
Sands Trail Riders always put on a good 
event in this enduro, and we're looking for- 
ward to riding this one. There are also two 
hare scrambles this month, the New Hoot on 


choose from, including the Pine Hill enduro 
on the fourth in New Lisbon, NJ., and the 
Ridge Run enduro in Stanhope, NJ, the next 
weekend on the 11{һ. The Pine Hill is the 
last of the spring “запа runs," and all the 
ECEA folks head for the rocks after that, 
until the Beehive in August. The Ridge Run is 
the first of the rock runs, and sometimes 
even New England riders are amazed at how 
rocky northern New Jersey can be. If your 
suspension works, Ridge is a great ride, and 
after all the hassle they've had with local 
officials they need your support, so come 
out and ride their fine event. 

Following Ridge, the Broad Mountain 
enduro starts the Pennsylvania leg of the 
ECEA, and the Reading Off-Road Riders put 
on a great event out of New Philadelphia. 
Well worth the effort. Finally, Tri-County is 
repeating their annual hare scrambles on 
May 18th, always a good, tight, tough course 
to whip you into shape. For more informa- 
tion on any of these events, call NETRA or 
the ECEA at the phone numbers given in the 
“Names and Addresses" box on this page, 
and we'll see you in the woods! O 


5/3 AMA Nat. D.S., Hurricane Mills, TN 


Jonestown, PA 17038 
(717)865-0601 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. 
(VETRA) 

P.O. Box 136 
South Pomfret, МТ 05067 
Pennsylvania Trail 
Riders Association 
(PATRA) 

Box 77 
Thomasville, PA 17364 

Racer Productions 
(AMA GNCC Series) 
Route 7, Box 459 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
(304)594-1157 
Budds Creek Hare 
Scrambles 
(301)475-2000 
District 4 Enduro Comm. 

(716)594-0384 


New Jersey Trails 
Conservancy (NJTC) 
1799 Route 38 
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

District 6 Sports Asc. 
P.O. Вох 554 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
(717)272-6896 
SETRA 
5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 
Lithonia, GA 30038 
Blue Ribbon Coalition 
P.O. Box 5449 
Pocatello, ID 83202 
(208)237-1557 
Virginia Championship 
Hare Scrambles Series 
(VCHSS) 

114 Holloway Drive 
Smithfield, VA 23430 
(804)255-4620 
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5/4 AMA National Enduro, Wellston, OH 

5/4 Pine Hill Enduro, New Lisbon, NJ 

5/10-11 AMA GNCC Series, Brownsville, PA 

5/11 Ridge Run Enduro, Stanhope, NJ 

5/11 The New Hoot Hare Scrambles, Uxbridge, MA 
5/17 AMA Nat. D.S., Athens, OH 

5/17 AMA National Reliability Enduro, New Waverly, TX 
5/17 CATRA I Junior Enduro, Fishouse NY 

5/17 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Fishouse, NY 
5/18 AMA National Reliability Enduro, New Waverly, TX 
5/18 CATRA | Hare Scrambles, Fishouse NY 

5/18 ECEA Hare Scrambles, South Jersey 

5/18 Gnarly Dude Turkey Run, West Greenwich RI 

5/24 AMA National Reliability Enduro, McArthur, OH 
5/25 Broad Mountain Enduro, New Philadelphia, PA 
5/25 John Monahan Enduro, Freetown MA 

5/31 AMA Nat. D.S., Mill Hall, PA 

5/31 Nervous Novice Parent/Child ride, Wrentham, MA 
5/31 Slip Shot Junior Enduro, Wrentham, MA 

5/31-6/1 AMA GNCC Series, Boyers, PA 

5/31-6/1 AMA National Reliability Enduro, Idaho City, ID 


the 11th, in Uxbridge, Mass., and the infa- 
mous CATRA I in Fishouse, New York, on the 
18th. Also happening on the 18th is the 
Gnarly Dude turkey run, happening in West 
Greenwich, Rhode Island. The Gnarly Dude 
is usually a little wet, but it'S a god chance 
to ride all those neat Rhody trails without 
committing to their annual enduro. The 
NETRA Junior riders have two Junior 
Enduros this month, the CATRA I on the 
17th, and King Philip's Slip Shot Jr. on the 
31st. There are also Nervous Novice par- 
ent/child rides in conjunction with the 
Junior events on those dates, so if you have 
a kid you're teaching to ride, that’s a good 
opportunity to show them what competition 
is all about without too much pressure. 

Way down south in the ECEA there are 
three enduros and a hare scrambles to 





KTM has been building world-class off-road motorcycles for over 30 years. 
Motorcycles like the R/XC, which has been selected “Best Dual Sport" 
by the American press every year since it was introduced. And there's 
never been a better time to get one, during KTM's 30th Anniversary 
Celebration, going on now. What does that mean to you? A whole 
7) 7 bunch; Zero Down ог 90 Day Deferred Payment financing plans 
*Best Dual Sport Motorcycle? 0 оп апу new ‘97 KTM R/XC as well as selected — 
Dirt Bike & Cycle World magazines l ^. non-current R/XCs. As if the “Best Dual Sport? 
. electric start KTM wasn't enough, purchase of any said 
KTM garners you a special R/XC Accessory Package which includes a KTM Adventure III Enduro jacket, 
luggage rack, buddy pegs, tool bag, and tons more really cool items. A retail value of over $600 - Yours Free. 
*Special financing available through Greentree Financial for qualified buyers through participating dealers. 
Also, in honor of the 30th Anniversary, KTM is giving away a *97 KTM 50 SXR Pro Jr. Sportminicycle* 
Enter to win at your local KTM dealer, no purchase necessary. 


Still not sure, then take one for a spin. Your KTM dealer is offering ‘97 R/XC Demo Rides? But get down there quick. 
The Anniversary is now and they'll only be Celebrating from April Ist through June 30th 1997. “Available at participating dealers. 


KTM Sportmotorcycles USA, Inc. (East) 1906 Broadway, Lorain, Ohio 44052 (West) 930 Fesler St., El Cajon. California 92020 
SPORTMOTORCYCLES 
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Get this 
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Two for Lafferty! 


We could ask for no better support of our 
prediction that this would be Mike Lafferty's 
year on the national enduro circuit than the 
performance he's demonstrated in the first 
three runs of the year. Lafferty charged to a 
second overall in the first enduro of the 
national season in Coalinga, California, tak- 
ing a back seat to '95 champ Ty Davis, 
although beating him in the last section of 
the day. The second enduro, near Atlanta, 
Georgia, saw Ty staying home, as expected, 
and turned into a battle between '96 champ 
Randy Hawkins, now riding a Yamaha, and 
Lafferty, with Lafferty taking a decisive over- 
all win. Randy was quoted as saying "I made 
a couple of mistakes out there today, but 
even without them I don't think I would have 
beaten Mike. Today was his day." or words to 
that effect. The very next weekend was the 
third event, in Texas, and rumor that Davis 
would once again compete—on a course 
he's won before—had us banking on a 
Lafferty second place. To our surprise and 
delight, Mike proved us wrong and topped 
the field again, beating Davis by a point, and 
two points better than third place Hawkins. 
This puts Lafferty in first place points, after 
three rounds, with a 15-point cushion over 
Hawkins. It's early, in a long season, but 
Lafferty's victorious season so far has New 
Jersey enduro riders dancing in the streets, 
and we'll all be hootin' and hollerin' for him 
at round five in Wellston, Ohio, on May 4 (the 
fourth round was in Shelton, Washington, on 
April 20). 


Spectro Sponsored 

peaking of the name Lafferty, Spectro oils 
sent us a press release revealing that Richard 
Lafferty, Mike's brother is sponsored by 
Spectro for the ECEA enduro and hare scram- 
bles series. Richard's riding a KX250 this 
year for Team Green. Also on the Spectro 
dole is multiple champion Ty Davis, who also 
spends his time on a KX250 for the Green 
boys, and is planning on winning the AMA 





Hare & Hound series in '97. Spectro is 
always active in off-roading, and has been a 
New England tradition from its Brookfield, 
Connecticut, home since the time of the 


cave men. 

Spectro recently released news of their new 
foam filter fluid, an air filter fluid that is non- 
flammable, water-repellent, and thin enough 
to filter the air without robbing horsepower 
while being tacky enough to trap the finest 
dust. You can find it at your Spectro dealer. 


Race Tech Gold 


They say appearance is everything...we're 
not sure who "they" are, but believe us when 
we tell you that "they" are very style-con- 
scious. Anyhow, Race Tech has a service that 
will appeal to the most style conscious, as 
well as reducing friction on their suspension 
components to a significant degree. For 
$550 a pair of forks, or $100 a shock, Race 
Tech will coat your fork tubes or shock shaft 
with titanium nitride, which will turn them 
the trickest gold color you've ever seen. It 
also reduces friction, but who cares 'cause 
they look so good! Contact Race Tech at 
(909)594-7755. 


NJ ISDE Riders Honored 


On February 20, 1997, a joint session of 
Senate and 


the New Jersey Legislature, 
Assembly paused in 
its deliberations to 
honor three members 
of the Ridge Riders 
Motorcycle Club. Chris 
Smith, Eric Koeller, 
and Drew Smith were 
recognized for bring- 
ing home medals and 
high honors from last | 


year's Finnish 
International Six Day 
Enduro. In addition, 


the Ridge Rider club earned special recogni- 
tion from the joint session for its activities on 
behalf of local charities and efforts in Junior 
Rider Training, and its work towards devel- 
oping an off-road trail system in the state of 
New Jersey. Club president Aaron Kalisher 
accepted the recognition for the club. This is 
the first time such an honor has been award- 
ed to a motorcycle club in New Jersey. 
Congratulations to them all. 


Clean Up Tower City 
Okay, so this is actually an Eastern News 
item, but we ran out of space back there. 


PACEMAKER 3 ENDURO COMPUTER 


The Next Generation of Enduro Equipment 


NEW Expanded memory 

Over 100 speed changes and 100 resets. 
NEW Infrared Comm Port: 
Download race data from one P3 to another. 
NEW Communications 

Talk between your P3 and your laptop PC. 


NEW Remote Thumbswitch ; CAS WW 
NEW Race Rules for AMA or F.I.M. World Enduros, ISDE Qualifiers, апа DualSport events. 
NEW Datalog Feature captures your Enduro performance data for review after the race. 
NEW Optional Audible Alarm alerts you before possible checkpoints. 

NEW Revised menus for faster data entry, allows easy correction of program errors. 


Update your existing Pacemaker to use a remote switch for only $99 


A-LOOP Offroad Electronics 3911 Norwood Dr. #G, Littleton, CO 80135 303 791 0035 
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PaTRA sent us a note reminding us to remind 
you that their annual Tower City clean up is 
on June 29, 1997, at 9:00 a.m. Over 50 peo- 
ple turned up at the clean-up of the popular 
riding spot last year, and PaTRA hopes for 
even more attendance this year. Bring your 
bike, because there will be several trail rides 
after the clean-up. The location is in Good 
Springs, PA, off I-81 at the Tower City riding 
area. For directions and more information 
call Mike Heuner at (201)705-5651. 


New Web Site 


You can find Boyesen Engineering's new 
World Wide Web site on the Internet, at 
www.boyesen.com. They have the usual 
product line information, along with a really 
neat Tech Forum in which you can have your 
questions answered by a Boyesen techni- 
cian. Check it out. 


Wayne County Dual Sport 

The Wayne County Motorcycle Club in west- 
ern New York sent us a note saying they have 
a dual sport ride going off on May 18. The 
start is at RK's Party House on Miller Road in 
Newark, New York 14515, and you can learn 
more by calling (315)597-2609 or e-mailing 
to chauncey@vivanet.com. The dual sport 
ride is promoted by WCMC and AMA District 
Four, and it will be 100 miles in length and 
feature hero and superhero 
sections. 


KTM Weekend 


Here's a new and novel idea. 
The Buckeye Dualsporters 
are putting on a KTM Only 
weekend in Logan, Ohio, on 
Saturday and Sunday, June 
7 & 8. There will be a vin- 
tage motocross on Saturday, 
along with a swap meet, a 
dual sport poker tour, field 
meet contests and trail riding. On Sunday 
they'll have a full-blown hare scrambles to 
determine the Fastest KTM Rider in the 
World. As the name implies, this is a truly 
KTM Only weekend, so you risk extreme 
taunting and embarrassment if you show up 
with anything other than an Austrian bike 
(and that includes Hercules, Puchs, and 
Rotaxes!). The location is 48 miles south of 
Columbus, Ohio, and special rates are set up 
at the Amerihost Inn if you mention the KTM 
Weekend (800-459-4678). For more informa- 
tion on the event, call (614)580-5050. 


Shady Hollow 


Speaking of the Buckeye Dualsporters, 
they're hosting an AMA dual sport ride on 
June 28 & 29, out of Logan, Ohio, again. If 
you would like an entry for the event, call 
(614)585-5885. 


Riding in Canada 

You say you want to ride in Canada, eh? 
What you need to do is get in touch with Blair 
Sharpless and Company, at Р.О. Box 548, 
Brooklin, Ontario, LOB CO, Canada; 
(905)655-5434. Blair and his gang put on 
trail tours and trail riding schools for any skill 
of rider, and are also hooked in with the 
newly formed Suzuki Dual Sport Series in 
Canada. We understand the riding is wonder- 
ful, and call them if you're going to have any 
riding time available north of the border this 
year. O 





Golden Spectro? High 
Performance 2 Cycle 
Concentrate 


e Synthetic blend pre-mix 
engine lubricant. 

• Eliminates plug 
fouling/engine smoke. 

e High film strength for 
superior cylinder protection. 
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Golden Spectro? 
Cartridge Fork Fluid 


* Premium grade synthetic 
blend with exclusive 
“Zero-stiction” additives. 

* Available in very light 
(85/150) and light (125/150). 

* For all upside-down forks. 





a bottle of 
Spectro ever 
reaches your 
engine, we fill it 
to the brim with 
superhuman per- 
formance, exceptional * 
lasting power, and invincible 
dependability. We put an extraordinary 
amount of effort into product consistency 
and quality control. We test and re-test 
each of our lubricants to make sure you 
always receive the identical top caliber 
product time after time. Like Golden 
Spectro Concentrate. It gives you the 
edge for clean, fast starts and 
crisp throttle response 
-~ where and when it counts. 

Riders trust the Spectro name. 
That’s why we're the overwhelming 
bestseller of aftermarket oils and lubes. 
Visit your local motorcycle shop today 
and demand the dependability and 
power that Spectro lubricants give you 
and your machine! 
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Golden Spectro? Ше 
Gear Lubricant 


* For all wet clutch cases 
and transmissions. 

* Provides smooth 
shifting/clutch engagement. 

e Available in S.A.E. 
80W/85W viscosity. 

e S.A.E. 10W30 crankcase 
oil equivalent. 


[stt ul 
MOSS | 
adm 1 


БЕЛЕР" Ё 


Golden Spectro?4 


e Synthetic blend 4-stroke 
engine lubricant. 
* Provides smoothest shifting. 
e Available in S.A.E. 10W40/20W50. 
* High shear stability for 
less viscosity breakdown. 





FOR INFORMATION, FAX: (203) 775-8720 • AVAILABLE IN MOTORCYCLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 


ECEA Enduro Series Round 1 





SANDY LANE ENDURO 





Hoess warms up a long, cold day at the season opener 


Under mixed skies of sun and clouds, 
temperatures at key time were a frosty 
20-something degrees, and improved lit- 
tle, perhaps into the mid-30s, as the day 
wore on. Club trailboss Henry Braaksma 
had a single split-loop course laid out for 
the day through characteristic South 
Jersey woodlands. Sections of tight trail 
that criss-crossed dwarf pine and open 
deciduous forest were divided by two 
remote gas availables. The course, which 
started from Green Bank on the Mullica 
River, made its way as far north as 
Woodland Township and the hamlet of 
Chatsworth. In the growing ECEA trend to 
give everyone what they want, the course 
. Split up after the second gas available, 

sending C and specialty class competi- 
- * tors home via a chilly road ride back to 
the gun club, while A and B riders kept 
toasty in two final fast-attack special : 
= tests. In all, the A-B loop traversed near 
90 ground miles while the novice ride 
lasted a tad over 72 actuals. 

Fortunately, riders were on the gas 
right out of the start chute. The first leg, 
a ride to a Chatsworth gas available, 
started from the gun club at 18 MPH 
with the day’s first check coming a short 
3 three miles into the piece, with a check- 
Í out located at Maxwell pit. Top riders 
easily zeroed the test, however most 
novice and some intermediate class riders 
managed to drop a point or two. A reset a 
couple of tenths later got everyone back 
on time and then it was timekeeping trail 
* for a number of miles. 

Eventually, the club checked riders into 
some familiar, albeit well-worn Meteor trail 
that runs between Green Bank and 
Carranza. At a plausible 18 MPH speed 
average, the check-out to this section, just 
off Carranza Road and designed to take 
points from B and C riders, was actually 
burned by bunches of top riders. It turned 
out the check mileage wasn't exactly per- 
fect, and the check was to become the first 
of three checks that were eventually thrown 
out. A reset at Carranza Memorial was fol- 
lowed by a right turn down a freshly plowed 
fire cut running along the railroad bed. A lit- 
tle ways in, another check-in signaled the 
start of more fun, a collection of sand 
roads, plow lines and fresh trail run at 18 
MPH. Again, top riders easily zeroed the 
checkout, while lesser classes dropped 
points. After some catch-up time provided 
by a 15 minute layover and a small reset, 
riders headed east on County 532 to 
Chatsworth and a Savoy Blvd. gas available. 

While waiting at the gas available, event 
referee Anthony Tomasello happened along 
aboard his sweep XR400 and commented 
that the enduro would be decided by how 
riders faired in the special tests laid out in 
the day's middle leg, a premonition that 
turned out to be well founded. Three points- 


By Mark Uth 


Green Bank, New Jersey 3/16 

romley Suzuki rider Fred Hoess pilfered a 
win at the 1997 ECEA enduro series 
opener, piloting his '97 RM125 to a day's 
best 15 score and the overall victory. 
Meteor M.C. played host to the series kick- 
off, running their 60th Sandy Lane Enduro 
since 1954. Despite wintry cold and windy 
weather conditions, nearly 350 riders 


entered the event, although actual starters 
were somewhat depleted as a result of the 
conflicting national enduro series round in 
Georgia. 
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Mark Hummel was the top finisher in the A Four Stroke 
class, with 23 points on his card. 


John Robbins hooks into a firecut in the cold morn- 
ing loop. He finished fourth A Vet. 
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Fred Hoess set a wicked pace from the very start, and fin 
ished up with a one point cushion. 


takers were planned, each sandwiched by 
checks (secret check-in and emergency 
check-out) separated by layovers and/or 
resets. The first section was run east of 
County 532 near Chatsworth, while the lat- 
ter two were laid out in the infamous Coyle 
Field. The Chatsworth section, four to five 
miles long and run at 24 MPH, clipped top 
riders for a point or three at the first emer- 
gency check-out. After a connector section 
that led east on Routes 532 and 72, check 


Rick Piascinski, Chick Meischke, and George Potts 
IlI freight-train through the tight. 





ks 


Jack Lafferty Jr. thought he was battling with Kevin 
Bennett, and both finished with 14, but Hoess went 
one point better. (J.D. photo) 


number eight attempted to check riders into 
the next section, a seven-plus mile romp 
through classic Coyle Field bunta pine for- 
est. Unfortunately another check problem 
confounded this process, causing unwar- 
ranted burns and/or late check-ins. Speeds 
were dropped to 18 MPH in the section to 
no avail as all riders lost points in droves at 
the check-out, lesser riders to the tune of 
double digits. After a reset and short trail 
ride, the final test began with another bun- 
gered check-in, this time by a check clock 
that was something like six minutes fast. 





Frozen sand was the breakfast menu off the start, 
and it stayed icy most of the day. Rob Morris leaves 
the starting line, ready to warm up on the trails. 


The section itself was shorter, around three- 
plus miles, and ended with another emer- 
gency check-out where more points were 
surrendered. After another layover, riders 
slowly timekept their way to Oswego Lake 
for the day's second gas available. 

The course split after the cold, lengthy 
break provided. C and specialty class riders 
headed for a frigid, near ten mile asphalt 
ride back to the gun club and the KC. Trail 
boss Braaksma had some final fun in store 
for A and B class riders though, treating 
them to two final special tests. The first sec- 
tion started with a checkin around the 





for DualSport camping! 


* MORE BIKES! • MORE PARTS! 
* COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


‘97 Models Here Now! 


Get them while they're available! 


pubes 


MOTORCYCLES 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Our 19th Straight Year as... 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


Used Parts 1/2 Price! 
ИЗИНЕН [ү Discount programs on 


parts and accessories. 
We Now Carry Fast UPS Service 
Husaberg 


І 
Motorcycles! Everywhere! 


659) 8820 Bright Star Road 


Douglasville, GA 30134 
Phone (770)920-1371 • Fax (770)920-9198 


ForeArm Mapcase:| Tool Holders: 
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W.E.R. Steering Dampers - World Class! 
eCall for Our New Catalog including our 
complete line of off-road accessories 
*W.E.R. Steering Dampers made in the USA are available 
for all off-road bikes and on-road sport bikes 


279A Jenny Jump Ave. Great Meadows, NJ 07838 


908-637-6385 
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Sandy Lane Enduro A Four Stroke 3. Scott Gribble Kaw35  1.Wade Johnston Suz 38 

Fred Hoess Suz13  1.MarkHummel Ноп 23  4.Phil Cassot KTM37  2.Chris Vecchione Kaw 38 
Grand Champion 2. Vernon Wood Кам 29  5.Jim Fontanazzi — Yam 39 3. Tom Newwcomb Yam 40 
Terry Tucker Каму 19  3.Lewis J Smith, Jr Hon 30 B Open 4. Anthony Deo KTM 40 
High Point A 4. Ken Zabroski Ноп 34 1. Jerry Kitts КТМ 39 5. Віск laiacoma Kaw 54 
Michael Crum KTM 30 5. James T Reber, SrHon 64 2. Mike Malvasio КТМ 44 С Open 

High Point B A Vet 3. Eric Hartem Hon48  1.JackHannaway KTM 64 


Dennis Espinosa — Hon 32 1. Todd Reder Suz22 4. Rod White, Jr КТМ 54 2. Brian Hartem Hon 66 
High Point C 2. Mark Uth KTM 22 5. Scott Graver KTM 57 3. Erik Wynters KTM 66 
AA 3. James GunselmanYam 23 В Four Stroke 4. Scott Elliott Suz 91 


1. Kevin Bennett CRE14 4. John J Robbins Kaw24 1. Ron Smith Kaw 37 5. Rene Carmenaty КТМ 99 
2. Jack Lafferty, Jr. КТМ 14 5. Rob Morris Suz25  2.Stacey Clark Hon47 С Four Stroke 

3. Jeff Kirchner Kaw18  ASenior 3. Blair Kolbeck Kaw47 1. Chuck Potts Suz 50 

4. Michael Moore Үат 18 1. Hank Stankiewicz Kaw 25 4. James Paul Hon51 2. Mj Gagliardi Suz 55 

5. Craig Shenigo — Yam 19 2. Dave Barlow Kaw 28 5. Robert Barr KTM 57 3.RickRosseter КТМ 57 
A 125 3. Bill Atherholt Suz28  BVet 4. Richard Anderson Hon 58 
1. Drew Smith Hon23 4. Tom Marsh Gas 38 1. Craig D. Burfield Кам 32 5. Russ Stevenson Hon 63 
2. Craig Copeland Hon 30 5. George Potts KTM 46 2. Michael Bianco Yam 32 € Vet 

3. Greg Davies Yam 33  ASuper Senior 3. Michael Dolecer Кам 40 1. Steven Bertoline Kaw 38 
4. Michael Sigety баѕ 33 1. S. Wolfersberger Yam 26 4. Timothy J. Kohl Suz40 2. Joseph Smith Кам 39 
5. Edward Mcgall Yam 34 2. Jack. Lafferty, Sr. КТМ 32 5. Ed Hamilton Kaw44 3. Roger Plumacher Yam 47 
A 200 3. G.H. Huhn, J. КТМ 43 B Senior 4. Keith Krause Suz 50 

1. Robert Mohn Kaw 20  4.Richard Tompkins TM 44 1. Brent Bush Kaw 36  5.Joe Chambliss КТМ 51 
2. Scott Wolcott Каму 33 5. George Clickner Hus 48 2. Kerry Koeller Hus50 Womens 

3. Steve A Marando Kaw 41 B 125 3. Lee Herron КТМ 54 1. Kathi Campbell Kaw 33 
4. Perry Hodges Үат 47 1. Daniel Stoppi, Jr Кам 38 4. Gerald Stake Kaw 68 2. Jennifer Eyrich Yam 367 
5. Todd Lockard Kaw49 2. Jim Rink Hus45 5. Norm Franckle Jr КТМ 77 Dual Sport 

A 250 3. Steve Fox KTM 58 В Super Senior 1. Bill Hope би? 71 

1. Michael Bradway Yam 19 4. Daniel Compton KTM 60 1. Roy Howard Suz90 2. Dave Christian Hon 88 
2. Stewart Crouch Hon 23 5. David Chambliss Yam 73 2. Ray Laforce Hon111 3. Dan Pirrallo Suz 200 
3. S. Leatherwood Yam 24 В 200 3. Tim Stibitz Kaw 140 4. A. Welsh, Jr Suz 242 

4. Brian Carroll Suz26  1.Todd Quinn 33 4. Jim ChristiansenKaw 162 Vintage 

5. Brían Russell Kaw27  2.William Hess Kaw41 C200 1. Dan Towery, || $02 

A Open 3.George Sigler Kaw 52 1. Chris Raulf Kaw 42 Masters 

1. Tom Folkl Mai 24 4.George Potts lii Kaw53 2.John Hummel Кам 44 1. Joseph Galie Yam 42 
2. Dave Goremm КТМ 26 5.Andrew Simboli Кам 77 3.KevinCammon Kaw 47 2. Robert Hoover Hon 66 
3. Byron Culbertson Hon 28 B 250 4. John Dunn Kaw 50 3. Dan Van Driel Hus 72 
4. Rich Kline KTM30 1. Bryan Page Hon 31 5. Richard Johnson Kaw 55 4. Ed Baker Hon 128 
5. Clifford Tenney КТМ 40 2. Peter Burnett — Yam 33 С 250 (Checkpoint Computer Systems) 





TU SAY, 
Larry Poplin uses a little body english in some of the 


fast stuff. Some of the trails started out rather 
smooth, but not on minute 35! 


backside of Oswego Lake and after nearly 
five miles of berm smashing over open trail, 
ended with a check-out north of the 


Harrisonville ruins. Chalk up a few more к 
points for all at the secret check-out. to the KC. encountered, at which many riders were 


Timekeeping and connectors for several This final section began with a speed jump already deep into their minute or worse. 
miles wound their way past Harrisonville from 6 to 24 mph, while negotiating some After this final check it was balls to the wall 
Lake and Godfrey's Bridge for the final push tight trail sections. Eventually a check was оп high speed trail and plow lines in open 
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THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS! 
‘97 RMX 


‘97 КОХ 200 low down EFF iow down 


$89/mo. $115/mo. | ПШ TORT ADVENTURES 


“Does a great job of taking you 
way out into the outback of 
Nevada.” 

“A good bargain if you shop 


“97 DR350ES 


‘97 KLX300 IN STOCK! 


around for tours.” 
“A guaranteed good time!” 


(Paul Clipper, Trail Rider Magazine, Spring Tour 7/96) 


CALL NOW! 


(702)559-4580 
PARTS SHIPPED UPS DAILY • LARGE КТМ PARTS INVENTORY E 


LEFTOVER SPECIALS JUST ARRIVED! 


‘96 KTM SXR50 Pro $1595 Last ЕШ аси of 
‘96 KTM 360EXC $4895 97 YZ125s! 
‘96 KTM 360MXC $4795 CALL FOR FINANCING DETAILS 


à DE 
‘96 Kawasaki KX195 $3999 PE mur. 





Rt. 9, Bennington, VT 05201 (802)447-8606 
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forest for the final six or seven miles to the 
KC. 

Surprisingly, it was in this final section that 
the overall championship was decided. 
Going into the section, '97 CR250-mounted 
Kevin Bennett seemingly had things sewn 
up, leading Hoess by a point. However, in a 
momentary lapse near the beginning of the 
section, Bennett crashed hard, shearing his 
fender (and scorecard) off in the process. 
Being the seasoned vet that he is, Kevin still 
had the where-with-all to retrieve his score 
card from the wasted front plastic, stuffed it 
under his seat and roosted off. He managed 
to carry the card into the last check before 
the known (five or six miles out), handed it 
to the check crew to be marked and then 
sped off again for the finish. Somewhere 
between that last check and the known, the 
card was lost, and as a result Bennett's 
Score was increased by the obligatory 10% 
penalty, turning his potential Grand 
Champion 12 card into a runner up 14 
point score. But hey, that's racing. Hoess 
marshaled his Bromley Suzuki (Trevose, 
Pennsylvania) RM125 to top scores all day 
long, and with a little break, earned the 
overall trophy by dropping a lucky 15 on the 
day. 

Trailing overall champ Hoess (15/650) 
and O/A runner-up/first place AA finisher 
Kevin Bennett (14/598), a KTM250-mount- 
ed Jack Lafferty, Jr. managed a solid ride 
and 14/638 score, good for third overall. A 
pair of 18 point scores rounded out the top 
five overall. Jeff Kirchner piloted his 
KDX220 to an 18/772 finish, edging out 
Michael Moore's 18/822 card. The High 
Point A trophy and sixth overall placing 









LONE 2 ^ 
Sergio Bassani berms a firecut while the sun briefly 
warms his back. Did we mention it was cold? 


went to A-Senior class rider Terry Tucker, 
who dropped 19/727 on the day. We hap- 
pened to bump into the KX250 rider on the 
trail during the event, during which Terry 
noted he'd been dissed in these pages on 
recent occasions. We'd like to set the 


record straight. Terry's a gentleman rider, 
respected competitor, and force to be reck- 
oned with within the Expert class. Hats off 
to him for a fine finish and best of luck in 
the coming season. Scooting in some ticks 
behind Tucker, the runner-up to the HPA 
and A250 class champ was Mike Bradway 


SHOCK ULTRA ADJUSTER 


Independent high/low adjuster dials in plush 
supension and reduces deflection from 
rocks. Available for most Kayaba and 


Showa shocks. $129.95 to $139.95. 


FORK ULTRA ADJUSTERS 





with a 19/774 score. 

In B class action, Open class rider Mike 
Crum drove his KTM 300 to High Point B 
honors on the merit of a 50 point score. 
Brian Page was a point behind at 51, runner- 
up to the HPB award. Veteran class rider 
Dennis Espinosa earned the High Point C 
trophy by a wide margin with a respectable 
52 point card. HPC runner-ups with 38 point 
cards were Wade Johnston (250 class win- 
ner), Chris Vecchione and Steve Bertoline. 
Finally, Kathi Campbell dropped 55 to whip 
the rest of the Women's class, while Joe 
Galie's 42 points earned the Masters class 
victory 

Meteor had plenty of fine looking 60th 
anniversary plaques and trophies to hand 
out, a process that was crippled by a 
results-posting disaster of epic proportions. 
Setting a new standard for phlegmatic, 
results were not finalized until near nine 
p.m. In Meteor's defense, the last rider did 
not pass through the KC until nearly six 
p.m. Additionally, a 90 minute power failure 
and three time refiguring off all score cards 
(each time after another check was grudg- 
ingly surrendered), swamped Checkpoint 
Computer Systems scoring whiz John 
Castaldi. 

On a more positive note, the turnout and 
fanfare associated with the season opener 
was excellent. We also applaud the neat use 
of layovers (pauses) after check-outs, rather 
than resets, which allowed riders to roost 
for three miles of free time after the check- 
outs. In all, it was another great ride 
brought to you by the Wagon Wheel boys, 
and an encouraging start to the ‘97 season. 
Kudos to all. О 













Independent high/low adjusters dial in plush 
suspension and reduce deflection from 
rocks. Available for most Kayaba and 
Showa USD MX forks. $249.95 per pair. 




















CUSTOM REVALVING 
Suspension set-up for plush action and no deflection on rocks and roots. Reduce 
rider fatigue and improve rider finishes with proper valving, springs and settings. 
Computer generated set-up chart, customized for your weight and ability, eliminates 
the guess work in optimizing settings for each type of terrain. 


FRONT AND REAR REVALVE $259.00 


Internal bleed conversion and Anti-bottoming systems also available 
$99.95 each, plus installation. 
12 DAVIDSON ROAD, COLCHESTER, CT 06415 e-mail ccycle@nai.net 
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THE KLX FILES 





Getting the stock KLX ready for the eastern woods 


hen we first rode the KLX300, we were 

impressed. It is a peppy four stroke 
with a good feel overall. The power is mel- 
low but usable, certainly much better than 
the KLX250 of years past; and the suspen- 
sion is comfortable for trail riding, while the 
perimeter-frame chassis delivers really fine 
handling performance. Our first impres- 
sions were based on a Kawasaki-sponsored 
new product trailride up in Idaho, and 
although the bikes supplied weren’t modi- 
fied, we're sure they were broken-in and 
tuned quite well for conditions. 

Riding our stock test bike here on the east 
coast was a similar experience, although 
the bike we rode was right off the show- 
room floor, and without benefit of profes- 
sional setup or carb jetting. This new bike 
was just as fun to ride, although it was a lit- 
tle more finicky in the way it wanted to run. 
Stock jetting seemed lean. The KLX started 
fine when cold, with the choke, but it was- 
n't very happy at all re-starting after a stall 
when the engine was hot. It took a number 
of kicks to get the fire re-lighted; more than 
once we're talking a dozen energetic boots 
on the lever. Plainly, this shows that the 
starting circuit of the stock CV carb needed 
careful tuning for local conditions. 

Beyond that, the stock carb displayed all 
the usual limitations of a CV (Constant 
Velocity) carb. The trouble with this type of 
carb is that the throttle 
slide is largely vacuum 
operated. When you twist 
the throttle wide open all | 
you're doing is taking 
resistance off the slide— 
you're not moving it. | 
When the engine vacuum | 
increases with rpm, the 
vacuum lifts the slide the | 
rest of the way. The CV ^ 


carb ensures that the DeVol’s adjustable pull-rods allow you to tailor the 
engine doesn't get a big height of the rear end. We run ours on the full short 
gulp of air when it can't position, raising the back about 5/8 inch. 


handle it, but if you're 

trying to ride the KLX aggressively you'll find 
yourself cruising with the throttle pinned to 
the stops all the time, and always waiting for 
the revs to build. 

You can ride quickly this way, but it takes 
some getting used to, and the bike never 
really feels like it has any bottom end grunt, 
although the stock KLX motor really is fairly 
torquey. Ask around and you find that the 
quick answer is a carburetor change, so we 
put that on the "to-do" list and looked at the 
rest of the stock bike. 

Which, naturally, means evaluating the 
suspension. It is fine for easy trail riding. If 
you rarely ride enduros and never race hare 
scrambles, you'll be tickled pink with the 
KLX, and especially after the forks have a 


KDX200/220 conventional forks, with 
the added benefit that there's no 
underhang on the inverted forks to 
catch on rocks and ruts. 

If you are a strong and aggressive 
rider, and/or plan to race off-road with 


the KLX, you'll find some shortcom- *- 
ings. The forks are okay at slow ; 


speeds, but as soon as you start push- 
ing them they get uncomfortable. 
Halfway through the travel they “thud” 


against restrictive compression damp- ў 
ing valving, feeling like they hit a wall ^ 


halfway through the stroke. 
Consequently, they don’t use full trav- 
el to soak up the nasties, and instead 
they bounce off obstacles, which com- 
promises your steering accuracy. They 
also have too little rebound damping, 
which makes the bouncing worse. 
The rear suspension, like the front, 


is fairly comfortable at trail riding @ 
speeds. When you race it, you notice ы 


that something isn’t exactly right. The 
rear end also has a midrange “wall” 
that it hits, over medium bumps, but 
then when you really slam it into g-out 
ditches it tends to blow right eg 
the stroke and bottom ; 

hard. It also tends to 
bounce around when 
the stiff rebound 


AU ж. 









Stroker pipe on left, stocker on 
right. See the difference? 


The single biggest improvement you can make is replacing 
the carb. It feels like a 50% gain in bottom end horsepower 
using the pumper carb instead of the CV stocker. 


damping causes the shock to pack 
down, and the rear end loses the 
ability to reliably follow the front 
end. So basically, you have a 
mixed-up mess when you really 
push the bike hard. It works okay 
in sand whoopdedos, as long as 
you can control the rear end bot- 
toming, but both ends are unhappy 
on rocks and nasty chop. You can 
v still ride the bike, but it’s going to 
tire you out and be imprecise at 
speed. 
Get Out the Catalogs.... 

So naturally we went looking for 
the answers to all these questions, 
and it wasn't hard to find them. 





Nothing else done to the engine, except the 


We installed a WER steering damper that came off 
an old test bike. WER'S attention to mounting detail 
make it a simple job. 


chance to break in (and get an oil change). 
We found the stock upside-down forks to be 
even more comfortable and plush than the 
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carburetor shoe-horned in, and the new Stroker 
pipe. What a difference in throttle response! 





The stock exhaust cap is quiet but very restrictive. 
Best to buy or build an exhaust "turn-down" that will 
point the noise at the ground. 


Folks have been making hop-up parts for 
the KLX250 since it first came out—the lure 
of a perimeter-framed mid-size thumper was 
just too appealing. Also, everyone in the 
tuning business absolutely loves the KLX 
engine, because it's apparently built to with- 
stand a nuclear attack. We've been told to 
expect the KLX engine to be super-reliable, 
So we're kind of stoked about that. 

As far as fixing it goes, Doug Johns of 
Stroker Speed Equipment was the first to 
step up to the plate. Doug calmly insisted 
that the first thing that had to go was the 
stock CV carb, in favor of Stroker's 33mm 
Mikuni pumper carb. After that, the stock 
pipe had to go, since it gave up almost 
three-eighths of an inch of exhaust port 
diameter (port is one and three-eighths, 
while the pipe is one inch) and a bigger pipe 
would increase the flow nicely. 

So in the mail came a carb kit and pipe 
from Stroker. The carb they send, a 55mm 
Mikuni with an accelerator pump, is reputed 
to be the same carb that is used on the 
Suzuki DR550. Stroker's instructions call for 
removal of a fair amount of metal from the 
head stay mount on the frame, and when 
you remove the stock carb and test-fit the 
kit carb, you can easily see what needs to 
be removed. You can easily see it, but 
whether you can easily remove it is another 
question. Assuming you don't have bleed- 
ing open wounds from removing the stock 
carb, you're going to get them during the fit- 
ting of the kit carb, there's no doubt. We 
were convinced that Kawasaki started the 
design of the KLX around the stock CV carb, 
and then built the frame around it. 


Whatever. It'S a nasty job, but you're not 
hurting anything structural by grinding on 
the head stay parts, so just grit your teeth 
and do it. 












The cure for your suspension problems. 


The Stroker pipe is more of a no-brainer. 
You have to remove the stock silencer sec- 
tion, then cut the fiber gasket off the inlet 
pipe for the silencer, because the new pipe 
doesn't use it. The stock header pipe comes 
off without a problem, and Stroker's pipe 
slips in without any grinding or tweaking. 
Very refreshing after wrestling with the carb 
for two hours. Stroker suggested using the 
stock silencer, since it worked as well as 
anything they'd tested to date, although 
they have high hopes for the new FMF 
silencer when it's available. 

We were still grumbling about the carb 
mounting when we took the bike out to test 
ride it, and still trying to stop the knuckles 
from bleeding. At the diner that morning, 
one of the guys asked "So have you started 
it yet?" 

No.... 

“You didn't even see if it started after 
changing the carb, and you're going out rid- 
ing? You're a brave man....” 

He had a point, but the Stroker carb didn't 
disappoint. We had spooked the Stroker 
people with tales of east coast weather, so 
they had jetted our carb just a little fatter 
than what they would normally want, and it 
worked out to be just fine. Two kicks with 
the choke on brought the KLX to life, and it 
rumbled a clean idle as we finished getting 
dressed. In addition to the carb and pipe, 
we removed the lid from the airbox (and re- 


oiled the filter, which came dry from the fac- 
tory). The carb kit came with a single cable 
Motion Pro throttle and cable, and every- 
thing worked slick. 

We only had to ride about forty feet before 
we were convinced that all the installation 
struggle was worth it. When we shifted into 
third gear the KLX did a phat wheelie, all of 
its own accord, and before the carb it took 
a conscious effort to pick the front wheel 
up. As a matter of fact, all the KLX wanted 
to do is wheelie, which made it now a ton of 
fun to ride. Where the stock bike is flat off 
the bottom—as the engine revs have to wait 
for the CV carb to develop its vacuum—the 
pumper carb squirts a shot of gas into the 
cylinder that makes it leap to life like Wile E. 
Coyote when he backs into the cattle prod. 
Instead of riding around with the throttle 
pinned, now the KLX can be ridden at quar- 
ter throttle in the tight woods, working off 
that burst of low-end grunt. Unbelievable! If 
you do nothing else to the KLX, this is the 
modification you need. 

Part of the improvement must be caused 
by the new pipe as well, since there’s much 
less restriction in the exhaust system. The 
modified KLX also revs a little higher, and 
pulls better in the middle. Because we’re 
using the stock silencer the modified bike 
sounds no different, other than an increase 
in intake noise from removing the airbox 
lid. Of course, we’re not running the little 
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we FUN IN MOTION 


MIKE'S CYCLE SUPPLY 


WE STOCK A LARGE 


KTM PARTS 
SPROCKETS - O-RING CHAINS - 
FOR OFF-ROAD RIDING 





INVENTORY OF GENUINE Ў 


Orders: 1-800-367-5209 =e © 


‘Information: 504-355-4525 


5751 Evangeline, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805 


EXPERT OFF-ROAD SUSPENSION TUNING 


Our constant testing in eastern off-road conditions assures you of the best valving possible, 
including our exclusive anti-deflection front and multi-stage rear all terrain valving. 


Oil Change: $39.95 • Re-Valve: $119.95 (parts inc., forks or shocks) 
Quick turnaround * Free p/u or delivery to ECEA events 
Shipping containers available 
All Work Guaranteed • KYB, Showa, WP, Penske, Ohlins, Marzocchi 


We have the fix for the 50mm Marzocchi forks! 


SPRINGS • REBUILDS • PARTS • ACCESSORIES • TOTAL BIKE SET-UPS 
AUTHORIZED WHITE BROS & FOX DEALER 


314 Route 542 • New Gretna, NJ 08224 • (609)294-8703 • Fax (609)294-3168 
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pencil-thin outlet that comes on the stock 
bike. Eventually we'll get a cap with a turned- 
down exhaust outlet from Stroker, to aim the 
noise at the ground. th 

We've heard about all the big-bore kits and & 
stroked crank kits available for the KLX, and 
you can easily buy the parts necessary to turn § 
the KLX into a 350 or 375 if that’s what you & 
want to do. But, for most riders in the east, 
the carb kit and pipe are just about all you'll # 
ever need. Highly recommended. 

Leg Job 

Arriving at a happy medium with the sus- 
pension is a little more involved. Most KLX rid- 
ers agree that the number one thing to do # 
with the KLX is raise it up off the ground, 9 
since the footpegs are low and tend to snag in 
rocks, roots and ruts. We haven't exactly 
found this to be true, but we've had limited 
riding time here while waiting for winter to lift. Ё 
It seems like a good idea, though, so that was 
one of the objectives when we started fiddling 
with the suspension. For the real work, we 
dropped the whole bike off at Enduro Experts. 
The shop is only about 45 minutes away from 
here, so they're easy for us to get to, and also 
John Roeske, the main suspension guy at EE, 
has been racing a modified KLX250 the past couple of seasons and 
had a keen interest in the stock 500. He also is completely familiar 
with the KLX fork and shock, so it was a natural to take it there. 

The main problem with the stock forks is the damper piston in the 
base valve and the amount of oil the damper cartridge can physi- 
cally flow. The stock base valve damper piston is a non-adjustable 
part, and to do the real tuning you have to replace it with a KX part, 
or replace the whole base valve with a Race Tech Gold Valve. Once 
a real piston is in place, any tuner who knows his shim washers can 
set the forks up properly. To make the cartridges flow more oil, 
Enduro Experts machine larger oil channels in the damper assem- 
bly—and yes, exactly what they do is a trade secret, so don't ask. 
Increasing travel in the forks is a simple matter of shortening the 
top-out spring and making up the difference with preload spacers. 
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With the susp 


The New ‘97 KTM 125/250/300/360 E/XC's come with these 

GNCC and Hare Scrambles Championship-winning 
|. features: New 50mm KTM Magnum Fork • New Gull 

Wing Triple Clamps * KTM/Krizman" Works 

Aluminum Silencer/Spark Arrestor • Plated 

Pipe * Improved Cylinder and Head Castings 

* Ohlins Type ЗА Works Shock • New Wider 

Cross-Section Box Swingarm • Kokusan 

Digital Ignition * 7071 Aluminum 

Handlebars. See the New ‘97 KTM 

E/XC at your local 
^ KTM dealer. 
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ension properly valved the KLX handles 
great. Both the front and rear springs were fine for 
180 pounders, so we didn't have to change them. 


Travel was increased in the back as well, by 
removing travel-limiting spacers built into the 
stock shock. In addition, Enduro Experts 
modified the stock valving, giving the shock a 
three-stage shim stack and a works-style bot- 
toming bumper. To lift the rear end up, you 
have to replace the external suspension links 
with a pair that are one to two millimeters 
shorter, and as luck would have it, DeVol 
> Racing has a new adjustable-length link avail- 

| able to fit a number of bikes. His KLX500 link 
can be adjusted to plus or minus 1.8mm, so 
we installed it in the minus 1.8 position. This 
raised the back end of the bike to match the 
front, and the total gain in travel doing it this 
way is about 5/8 to 3/4-inch. It’s not much, 
but it helps keep the pegs off the ground. 

The real plus is in changing the valving, as 
it is with all suspensions. Now that it's modi- 
fied, our KLX is a whole new bike. Gone is 
the “wall” both ends would hit halfway 
through the travel, and in its place is a 
smooth stroke from top to a soft bottom. The 
bike does not deflect off of hard bumps, and 
it’s much, much easier to steer, since the 
wheels are under control and there's no 
annoying bouncing from either end. The bike 
behaves beautifully when we push it to racing speeds, but it's still 
really responsive and comfortable for trail riding. Fantastic! 

This type of modification from Enduro Experts is pretty much the 
least expensive way to go, and the wheel travel on the bike is 
increased to about 11.75 inches at both ends. For even more trav- 
el you can get in touch with Stroker, who can do a fairly extensive 
and involved operation on your rear suspension, which includes 
changing the shock's stock shaft with one from a KX, and also 
replacing the clevis and links with Stroker's own brand of parts. 
When they're finished you have a bike with 12.75 inches of rear 
wheel travel, and they can apparently re-work the forks to match. 
From what we've heard this is a tremendously effective modifica- 
tion, but we'd wonder if anyone other than the most serious racer 
would need it. 
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$ SUZUKI 
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Other Little Bits 

Since we had to 
give back our ATK 
260 test bike from 
last season, the loss 
left us with a WER 
steering damper 
without a home. We 
contacted WER and 
found out that the 
base mounting plate 
was easily replace- 
able for one to fit 
the KLX, and also 
that a KLX pivot 
arm mount was 
available. We 
snapped up the 
parts in a second; the KLX didn't appear to 
be in desperate need of a steering damper, 
but we know from experience that if you 
have one, you'll be happier. It took a half- 
hour and almost no sweat to install it on the 
KLX. The only odd bit is fitting the headlight 
back on, and WER makes a special mount- 
ing kit for the KLX headlight, so that turned 
out to be a no-brainer as well. 

Our first race on the KLX was supposed to 
be the Snow Run enduro, which unfortu- 
nately got canceled for lack of snow and 
ice. Regardless, while preparing for it we 
eyed the stock footpegs suspiciously. They 
have a big strap across the center with a 
small hole in it, and it looks like the perfect 
place to trap ice, and probably mud. The 
pegs also aren't all that wide, so we went 
out and tracked down a pair of IMS pegs 
that are wider and appear to be better able 
to keep themselves clean. At the same time 
we installed one of IMS's folding shifters. 





This is how much you have to cut 
away from the right side of the head 
stay mount. Hard work, but worth it. 


The stock shifter folds, but the IMS 
one has a rubber tip that just feels 
better on your foot. 

For enduro timekeeping, we 
installed ап A-Loop Pacemaker P3. 
The P3 has a remote thumb switch 
for the up/down buttons, and all the 
bells and whistles you could ever 
» possibly want. We're looking forward 
to trying out our timekeeping skills 
on the P5. 

Also installed for the cold weather 
was a set of Enduro Engineering han- 
dlebar heaters. If you've never used 
these things, which are just little 
heating pads that install under your 
grips, you don't know what comfort- 
able cold weather riding is about. We 
wire the heaters in with the headlight 
switch, so when the headlight was on the 
grips were hot. Naturally, in the summer 
we'll disconnect them. 

Stroker has another accessory that's inter- 
esting. They make a manual compression 
release kit that apparently anyone with rea- 
sonable mechanic skills can install; when 
you're done you have another lever on the 
bars that'll allow you to crank the exhaust 
valve open when you need to air-out the 
cylinder. This could be really handy for the 
times you tip over and flood the engine, and 
we may put one on in the future. 

We also installed a DeVol skid plate, to 
help keep the rocks off the frame rails. We 
would have also installed a DeVol disc guard 
for the front, but it only protects the disc. 
We needed something to cover the wheel 
sensor for the P5, so we opted for an 
Acerbis plastic disc guard. DeVol also 
makes a brake line guard for the KLX forks, 


which could be very handy, since the front 
brake fluid piping seems to really hang out 
in the breeze on this bike. 
So Far, So Good 

So after very little real work, other than 
the grinding involved in installing the carb, 
we're left with a totally different KLX that is 
easily a hundred percent more fun to ride. 
The carb kit gave the bike the stock power 
it really needed, and the suspension modifi- 
cations changed the KLX from a trail bike to 
a respectable racer. We're going to stop 
working on it now and start putting on the 
miles—and having fun on it! In the future, 
we may change what we've done, or even 
go for the big-bore engine treatment, but 
right now we'd heartily recommend every- 
thing we've done so far. Stay tuned for a 
long term report іп a few months. О 


Where to Get It 


Stroker Speed Equipment A-Loop Offroad 

6081 Candle Light Lane 3911 Norwood Drive #G 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 Littleton, CO 80125 
(714)528-9670 (303)791-0035 


Enduro Experts 
314 Route 542 
New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 


Enduro Engineering 
6081 South Logan 
Lansing, MI 48911 
(517)393-2421 


Works Enduro Rider 

279A Jenny Jump Avenue 
Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
(908)637-6385 


Race Tech 

3227 Producer Way, #127 
Pomona, CA 91768 
(909)594-7755 


DeVol Engineering 
741D Stevenson 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360)825-2106 


IMS Products Company 
6240 Box Springs Blvd. 
Riverside, CA 92507 
(909)653-7220 
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Ask The Guys Who Win o Win With It Every Weekend 


What makes the 
Scotts Steering Damper 
the very best? 


“То compete with 
the best, you need 
the best equipment. 
Scotts Steering 
Stabilizer is the 
finest working 
damper on the 
market and has 


the most features. 
The others don't 
even come close." 





* [t's the only Damper with three fully adjustable circuits. 
• The adjustable damping control allows you to adjust the stabilizer while you are riding your motorcycle. Scott Plessing = 
Adjustable “Sweep Controls” let you dial in the degrees of damping you want from the center line. Country Champion 


* A “High Speed Circuit" designed to absorb the shock from tree roots and those invisible square edged rocks. 
• Infinitely adjustable - Works for every type of Off-road application, including Motocross. 


Compare these features to any other damper and you'll find they just don’t have them... Why settle for less? 


Background Photo is of Larry Roeseler. 
Scotts Damper is also the official 
Steering Stabilizer of Team Green. 


For More Information Call 


818-248-BIKE 
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COMPUTER TIMEKEEPING 


Believe you won’t have to think anymore? Think again.... 


by Paul Clipper 


omputers have revolutionized enduro 

timekeeping, but it has been a subtle rev- 
olution. The ability to load your entire roll 
chart onto an electronic readout on your 
handlebars sounded like amusing science 
fiction back in the good old days of 
enduros, but that reality is here now, and 
the latest breed of enduro computers can 
perform some miraculous tricks and relieve 
you of a lot of burden. 

But don’t expect them to 
do all your thinking for you. 

That is the biggest mistake 
most new enduro computer 
owners make—they expect 
to be able to ride like a hare 
scrambler, since the comput- 
er is going to do all the think- 
ing. A lot of new computer 
Owners expect to be able to 
program the beast and forget 
about it, and if they do just 
that they're only going to 
wind up miserable. The bot- 
tom line of all this is why @ 
we've waited so long in this 
series to introduce the topic 
of computers, and this is it: 
you can only understand 
what a computer is doing if 
you completely understand 
everything there is to know about time- 
keeping. You have to know timekeeping so 
well, and with such confidence, that you 
easily accept the fact that the computer is 
there only to help you out, not to do the 
entire job. There is no worse feeling than 
being on top of your minute in an enduro, 
riding great, and then having something go 
wrong with your computer—if you don't 
know what you're doing. If you do under- 
stand timekeeping, and have done your 
homework on that particular event that 
you're riding, the loss of a computer will 
just cause a slight inconvenience, and 
may not cost you any points. 

So knowing what you're doing is the abil- 
ity to go to "Plan B" if something goes 
wrong. In this article we'll take a look at 
how enduro computers think, and give you 
some hints on what "Plan B" might be, if 
you need it. 

How it АП Works 

There have been a number of brands of 
enduro computers over the years, but any 
more we're down to just two, from the 
companies ICO and A-Loop Offroad. ICO 
makes the Pro Comp, which does AMA 
rules, and the PCX, which does AMA and 
Brand-X rules. They also make a good 
enduro device called the Pro-5, which is 
not strictly a computer; we call the Pro-5 a 
comparator, because it simply converts 
time into a mileage figure you match to 
your odometer. A-Loop makes a computer 
called the Pacemaker, the latest version is 
known as the P-5. The P-5, Pro-Comp and 
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The Pacemaker P3 will do an incredible number of enduro tricks, sho 
plays at once—in this case, odometer, late/early, and clock, from left to right. The 
Pacemaker's most obvious negative is it's size, but there's a lot of stuff in that box. 


PCX are all true computers; they will tell you 
if you're late or early, and whole lot more. 
They can do this because in addition to 
computing time they also have an electron- 
ic odometer built in so they can add dis- 
tance data to the mix. 

The toughest part of installing a computer 
is accommodating the electronic odometer. 
To make the odometer work, you're going 
to have to install a magnet on the front hub, 
and then a sensor on your fork leg. The sen- 
Sor counts every time the magnet crosses in 





м p" 


front of it—that's all it does, it just counts. 
There's no speed function at all, it only 
counts how many times the wheel has rotat- 
ed. The programming inside the box tells it 
what to do with all the revolutions it's count- 
ed. One of the things you must program 
into the computer is the circumference of 
your front wheel. So, the machine now 
knows that if your front wheel is 96 inches 





ICO's Pro-Comp and PCX are true enduro computers, and tell 
you all in the smallest size possible. In order to switch to a 
clock display you have to bump a button. 


wing three different dis- 


in circumference, every time you complete 
one rotation you've moved forward eight 
feet (actually front wheels average about 85 
inches). The dumb box is getting smarter. 

Naturally, this sensor and magnet are your 
life blood, so when you install them you 
must make sure they can survive a nuclear 
war. The magnet has to be screwed to the 
hub, and we usually glue them as well; with 
epoxy, Shoe Goo, silicone, whatever seems 
appropriate at the time. The sensor usually 
mounts on a bracket of your own design, or 
through the brake caliper 
mount, and then the sensor 
wire is attached to the front 
brake hose up to the handle- 
bars. Sensor wires getting 
ripped loose is a very com- 
mon problem with comput- 
' ers, so we recommend the 
use of accessory disc guards 
to cover everything up, and 
real close attention to how 
you tape the wire to the 
brake hose. With the sensor 
installed you have your dis- 
tance input, and the time 
input is already in the com- 
puter in the form of a clock 
chip. Install the batteries 
and the device will leap into 
life, ready to receive your 
data. 

Programming the machines, although dif- 
ferent between the ICO and the A-Loop, is 
pretty much like filling out a multiple choice 
quiz. You start to enter speed changes, and 
the box prompts you for the first speed 
average and the distance you're expected 
to go at that speed. So if the route sheet 
says 24 mph until 12.2, you would enter 
that and then the machine would prompt 
you for the next speed change. Once 
you have all the speed changes in, you 
go on to enter resets, and then free 
time periods. 

It can get complicated, when you have 
multiple loops to enter, and resets back 
to zero between them, numerous little 
resets and bizarre speed changes. This 
is one of the significant ways computers 
have changed enduros—the clubs now 
go out of their way to make entering 
race data into your computer a tricky 
task. It's just another part of the game, 
and the real reason you have to study 
the instructions and learn the computer 
until you can program it in the dark, by 
feel, and know every little nuance of 
that little box's programming code. If 
you don't, you won't be able to react 
when something goes wrong on the 
starting line or the trail, and all you'll 
have at that point is a $500 chunk of 
dumb plastic on your handlebars. 

Riding With It 

Kevin Hines says, "To be competitive 
in an enduro, you need a computer. 
They're like cheating!" He also told us 


jokingly (maybe...) that we should tell peo- 
ple to ride hare scrambles, because it's 
cheaper. This is an issue we'll leave to 
Charlie, who's an expert on the balance 
between cheapness and spiritual fulfill- 
ment. To get back to Hines, he also recom- 
mends using a watch and a roll chart as a 
backup, and we'll soon see why. 

When you're sitting on the starting line of 
the enduro, we'll assume that everything is 
programmed into the computer and work- 
ing perfectly. We can't tell you how to do 
that, because the procedure is different for 
the ICO and the Pacemaker, so you'll have 
to learn it on your own. Both computers 
have a countdown function in them, so if 
you like you can hit the "go" button when 
the row in front of you is waved off, giving 
you a one-minute countdown until you start. 
I believe both machines can be set with 
more than a minute countdown; I’m sure 
the Pacemaker can, if you think you need 
more than one minute. When your row is 
waved off, the computer will start running 
the race program, and will attempt to be 
your guide for the next hundred miles or so. 

What happens next depends on what sort 
of computer you have. The true computers 
are processing plenty of information, and 
trying to display it all to you at once. Both 
the Pro-Comp and the Pacemaker compute 





This picture, used in an earlier installment, shows a 
Pro-Comp on the left and a Pro-3 comparator on the 
right. The Pro-3 is used as a clock, but if the Pro- 
Comp quits it can be pressed into service as a full 
timekeeping backup. Use a wristwatch, too. 


your time and distance and tell you how late 
or early you are, with a display of actual sec- 
onds (and minutes, if you start getting real- 
ly late or hot). In an ideal world, you would 
ride at a pace that keeps this display right at 
zero, meaning neither early nor late. 

In the real world, it doesn't work out this 
way. Keeping the computer display right at 
zero is just as hard as matching up your roll 
chart to your odometer and clock, but since 
it is only one number, it takes less time and 
thought to stay on top of it. Also, you have 
to keep in mind that the computer is telling 
you that you're on time—at zero—when 
you're right at the top of your minute. You 
already know from our preceding stories on 
timekeeping that to be perfectly on time 
you have to be 30 seconds into your 
minute. That's not to say that you should 
ride with your computer perpetually reading 
50 seconds late, but it pays to remember 
what being at the top of your minute means. 
Consider the average checkpoint—you 
might peg-walk in, following your computer 
as it ticks down to zero, but the check may 
be off by a second or two, or your mileage 
may be off slightly, and in either case the 
late/early readout of your computer doesn't 
means beans as far as accuracy goes. 

Making sure the mileage is accurate is the 
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most important thing when it comes to com- 
puter riding. Like we said earlier, the posted 
course mileage is the only official mileage, 
so you must reset your computer to match 
the course mileage at every possible posted 
mileage along the course. We can't over- 
emphasize this, because if your mileage 
value is off, your early/late display is wrong, 
and once that is wrong you might as well be 
riding blind. 

So what do the pros do when it comes 
down to hair-splitting seconds? They forget 
all about the computer display and switch 
to watching the clock. The ICO will roll over 
to a clock display with the touch of a but- 
ton, and the Pacemaker always has a clock 
display active, unless you change the stan- 
dard display. As you're coming up to the 
check location, or the possible check loca- 
tion, and you know you're on time or slight- 
ly early, you forget about the early/late dis- 
play and watch the clock. Sometimes, if 
your mileage really is off a bit, this can pro- 
duce some awkward surprises; like maybe 
you're 20 seconds earlier than you expect- 
ed, or twelve seconds later than expected. 
Try this, and think about it, and you'll real- 
ize that a true expert enduro rider is always 
aware of where he is in the minute, no mat- 
ter what the rest of his timekeeping equip- 
ment may be trying to tell him. 

On every computer, you'll have to reset 
the mileage often, we already said that. 
Some of them have an auto-recalibration 
feature that will do its best to synch you up 
to the odometer used to lay out the course, 
and occasionally this feature works really 
well. Most times it doesn't, but not because 
it'S a bad feature. The mileage never works 
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out because the club is playing games with 
the mileage (remember, the only official 
mileage is the mileage marked on the 
course, and sometimes clubs mileage sec- 
tions short or long just to make sure you're 
paying attention). Or, they could have used 
a different machine to lay out each section, 
or each half. Never blame a screwy mileage 
readout on your equipment; just reset care- 
fully, stay on your toes, and don't let it 
make you crazy. 

The Pro-Comp and the Pacemaker each 
have a feature that allows you to "mark" a 
check location in the computer. By holding 
down a certain button when you're in a 
check, getting your card marked, you signal 
the computer that you just hit a check at 
that mileage. In AMA rules, this means that 
there can't be a check for the next three 
miles on the route sheet, so the computer 
takes that into consideration and gives you 
a visual indication that there are no possi- 
ble checks for the next three miles. Very 
handy, but it doesn't work that way for 
Brand-X rules, so what do you do there? 

Brand-X is a very useful sub-feature in the 
PCX and Pacemaker. Through simple pro- 
gramming they have both greatly reduced 
the burden associated with riding a Brand-X 
enduro. In Brand-X, you assume whatever 
number the checkpoint is on when you 
arrive late, thus putting yourself back on 
time at that moment. You can see that this 
makes normal roll charts almost useless, 
since your number keeps changing all day. 
With the Pacemaker and PCX it's not a prob- 
lem. When you set these machines up for 
Brand-X rules, you are prompted for your 
starting row number. Then, when you arrive 


for 2nd 
Place 


at a check you hold a button down and the 
machine asks you for your new row number. 
You adjust it to your new row number, hit 
another button, and your programming is 
recalculated and your timekeeping gear is 
once again accurate. If you've ever ridden a 
Brand-X enduro, you know how fine this lit- 
tle feature can be. 
When Things Go Wrong 

Okay, so you're cruising along, everything 
is working fine, and suddenly your comput- 
er shuts off. It does happen; to some it 
happens a lot. Batteries dies, wires get 
ripped out, a good crash can k.o. your com- 
puter. In this case, we've only got one thing 
to say: if you just programmed the comput- 
er and stuck it on your handlebars with 
nothing else as a backup, you're screwed. 
You're either going to have to key off the 
other minutes around you, or give up and 
plan on trail riding the rest of the day. 

However, if you've read all the other 
installments of this series, you probably 
know the answer we're going to give you: 
even though you're running a computer, 
you should also have a roll chart fully anno- 
tated and already rolled up on your handle- 
bars. You should be wearing a digital wrist- 
watch as a backup timepiece, and with 
these two things plus the turn mileages 
posted along the course, you should be 
able to do a fair job of staying on time. 

If the computer goes off and then comes 
back on, as a result of a bad bump or who 
knows what, there's a chance that you can 
get it right back to where it was. The 
Pacemaker has a feature where you can 
rapidly advance the clock once the race pro- 
gram is running, and thus "fast-forward" to 
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the point where the program stopped. Also, 
if you know your programming inside and 
out, like you should, you can clear out what- 
ever's in the machine and re-program from 
that point on. 

Or you can run backups. Randy Hawkins 
runs two Pro-Comps, one on mileage only, 
one on late/early, and a Pro-5 showing min- 
utes and seconds. All three are fully func- 
tional and programmed, and if one fails he 
has plenty of backup. "I always buy a Jart 
Chart when they're available, too, because 
its the best backup." Randy admits he'll 
study the Jart Chart the night before the 
event, highlighting all the changes and 
tricky spots. "I sometimes look it over as 
many as three times before the start." By 
doing so, he's already got a good idea of 
what the course is about, the speed 
changes, etc. This way he's not riding blind, 
and starts with the maximum advantage. 
And he has won a few national enduro 
championships. 

Bells and Whistles 

Aside from just enduro programming, all 
of these computers can offer extras that 
make life easier, more interesting, or just 
entertaining. A classic is the "top speed" 
feature of the ICO, wherein the unit keeps 
track of the fastest speed you've attained 
during the day. Who doesn't want to know 
how fast they went? The ICO will also track 
total instrument mileage, the length of your 
last race, and the last wheel size the 
AutoCal odometer correction gave you 
(these three features aren't available on the 
PCX). The Pacemaker is packed with this 
kind of extras, including a DataLog feature 
that can record your performance during 


the entire race, so you can go back later 
and see exactly where you went wrong. It 
also has an infrared communications port 
that allows the unit to download a complet- 
ed race program from another Pacemaker, 
or, in the future, from your Windows-based 
personal computer! 
Is It Worth It? 

The bottom-line question is, will you have 
an advantage by using a computer? The 
answer is yes, assuming you know the com- 
puter backwards and forwards, and also 
assuming you're smart enough and pre- 
pared well enough to run a backup system 
along with it. As a human, you've probably 
recognized how your I.Q. decreases with 
fatigue. You just can't do the mental math 
when you're tired, and as long as you trust 
your computer completely it will relieve you 
of the burden of thinking. To accomplish 
this you have to be smart enough to trust 
the computer—and only your computer—no 
matter what it's telling you. You have to 
know that it's right, no matter how tired you 
are, because computers don't "make mis- 
takes," people do. 

The only way you're going to get maxi- 
mum benefit out of a computer is to know 
this up front. The computer is a dumb 
brute. It is only as good as the information 
you feed it, and it is only as useful as your 
ability to interpret and understand what it's 
trying to tell you. So if you don't know what 
you're doing, both in timekeeping and in 
operating the computer, you're never going 
to get the maximum benefit out of it. 

And if you do know what you're doing, the 
computer will help you win. No doubt about 
it u 
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straight flow silencer, with virtually none of the restriction associated 


with conventional spark arrestor designs. 


FMF’s exclusive “Turbine Dampening System” 
redefines spark arrestor technology with free flowing, virtu | 
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By Mark Uth 


Choosing and Installing 
Hand Guards 


f you've spent any time in the thick bush 

recently piloting a scoot without modern 
hand guards, it doesn't take long before you 
come to realize that pre-Bark Buster enduro 
riders had to be a little sick. The effects of 
that malady aren't hard to spot. Simply look 
for some grizzled old veteran at your next 
local enduro and check out his hands, espe- 
cially his pinkies. Chances are they're all 
gnarled, scarred and disjointed from years 
of paying for poor line selection and other 
riding miscalculations with soft tissue and 
bone. While I'm sure that this is just anoth- 
er plank in the "Today's Enduro Riders are 
Pussies" platform, its also one that'll be 
hard pressed to generate any nostalgic feel- 
ings of the “good old days.” 

As a result, the biggest problems we riders 
are faced with today is figuring out what 
type of guard will best suit our planned rid- 
ing venue, and how to make them fit onto a 
chopped handlebar crammed with enduro 
computers and other time 
keeping paraphernalia. 
There are many different 
hand guard options these 
days, each offering its own 
strengths, weaknesses and 
suitability to a particular 
type of riding. Things used 
to be simple. If you wanted 
hand protection in the 
woods, you simply ordered 





From top: Your standard handguard, a.k.a. Bark 
Busters, Handsavers (shown), Answer, whatever— 
an aluminum bar protecting your fingers. The best 
kind of expanding mounting hardware. Cycra makes 
a new handguard with a dip in the end, so it doesn't 
interfere with the outside of your hand. Enduro 
Engineering's plastic deflectors are a great add-on. 
Acerbis makes all plastic Rally guards that work well 
for casual riding. 


up a set of Bark Busters and mounted them 
up. Sure, there were plastic roost deflectors 
available at the time, OEM equipment on 
some trail bikes, but they were good for lit- 
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tle more than keeping brush and roosted 
mud off your hands and levers. Real hand 
protection was made out of aircraft alu- 
minum. 

This is still pretty much true, as riders 
that race and/or trail ride hard in eastern 
woodlands, where tree banging is the 
norm rather than the exception, are still 
best served by a quality set of aluminum 
hand guards. All hand guards protect 
levers in a get-off, however, alloy hand 
quards add strength to the handlebar as 
well, better to resist bending in more seri- 
ous crashes. We've done our share of ham- 

mering plastic substitutes manufactured by 
Acerbis, UFO and Maier, and come to the 
logical conclusion that under the hardest 
use there will be situations where they pro- 
vide inferior protection compared to an alu- 
minum guard. Part of the reason is the obvi- 
ous "plastic isn't as strong as metal" pitfall, 
however, an important secondary rea- 
son is related to mounting—more on 
this later. This isn't intended to be a 
universal panning of plastic hand 
quards, as they're still great for riding 
in open lands, casual trail riding 
and/or dual sport applications, where 
obstacles can be ridden around 


rather than over. Truth is, half the 
bikes in the Trail Rider stable 
are so equipped. The point is, if 
you're going to race 


in the Ё 


woods 
and rocks, 


; you had 
better 
spend 
your dough on alloy alu- 
minum. 

A quick flip through any 
1 magazine and you'll find 
numerous suppliers and 
manufacturers that sell alu- 
' minum hand guards for 
your bike. While on the sur- 
face all might appear equal, 
in actuality there are subtle 
differences among metal hand guard 
options, almost universally tied to the qual- 
ity and effectiveness of mounting hardware 
and fasteners. Properly installed quality fas- 
tening hardware is an essential part of keep- 
ing hand guards securely mounted for ulti- 
mate performance. The other factor is 
shape—hand guards with a more rounded 
shoulder bend (vice a squared-off bend pro- 
file) are better for twisting around trees in 
the tight. 

Our unscientific survey quickly finds that 
there are by far too many alloy hand guards 
available these days to list them all. 
However, better ones, based upon mount- 
ing hardware quality and preferred rounded 
shape, are manufactured by Enduro 
Engineering (Hand Guards), Fredette Racing 
(Handsavers), and Cycra (new offset alloy 
hand guard). Other hand guards, like origi- 
nal Bark Busters, Maier and Answer 
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Products hand диаго, etc., are good quali- 
ty stuff but have squared-off shoulder bends 
that cause the bar/hand guard assembly to 
show a slightly wider profile when turning. 
The EE and Fredette hand guards may also 
be purchased with trick wedge-type bar end 
anchors (also available from WER), which 
provide a significantly more secure bar end 
mounting than the traditional crushed rub- 
ber tube used on lesser hand guards. 
Cycra's new hand guard is innovative in two 
ways, one being an askew bend that some 
riders claim as less irritating to the outer 
hand (for riders who don't like the feel of 
metal against their hand at the end of the 
handlebar) and the other, a neat inner 
mounting clamp alleged to simplify the 
installation process. 
Installing Hand Guards 

The first step in any hand guard installa- 
tion project is preparing the handlebar, and 

that requires 
1: making some 
| decisions regard- 
ing bar width. 
Stock handlebars 
are usually about 
54 inches wide. 
Most eastern 
woods racers cut 
bars to achieve a 
29 or 30 inch final width, which 
| means whacking a couple of inches 
off each side of the handlebar. Up in 
the mountains (New England, PA, NY), 
many riders run bars a little wider as 
it gives more leverage when fighting 
off deflections caused by rocks and, 

== for the most part, the trails are not 
quite as tight as those found in the flat 
lands. Surprisingly, many top A and AA rid- 
ers run bars a little wider too, around 52 
inches, figuring the increased leverage 
needed at high speed is worth the extra 
width. 

Cutting bars can be accomplished with a 
saw or a tubing cutter, either way the ends 
will have to be dressed with a file afterward 
to even things up and remove lips and 
burrs. If considering bar widths much below 
29 or 50 inches, be sure to check for nec- 
essary mounting space for levers, throttle, 
crossbar, and hand guard mounting clamps 
before firing up the sawzall. With bars 
trimmed down to the desired width, start 
with loose lever and throttle mountings. If 
the bars have been cut down greatly, the 
throttle grip might have to be trimmed 
some too. 

The first step in installing hand guards is 
positioning the inner mounting clamp. This 
is often the trickiest part of hand guard 
installation, as it must somehow be 
squeezed in between upwardly protruding 
fork tubes, cross bar clamps, front master 
cylinder and brake hose, and still point for- 
ward at a mostly level angle without ending 
up on а curved part of the handlebar. Once 
this magical position is found, the securing 
clamp should be cinched down hand tight 
so that it can be finely adjusted later. Also, 
be sure to antiseize all threads during 
assembly, as the steel mounting bolts 
threaded into aluminum mountings is a 
future disassembly problem waiting to hap- 


pen. 
Next, thread the bar end mounting onto 

the end of the hand guard and slip the 

guard into the end of the handlebar. While 

holding the guard in place, notice how the it 

lines up with the inner clamp and handlebar 

end. The goal here is for each of these con- SPORT 


nection points to line up flush while the 
hand guard is straight and level and pointed 
forward (or however your preferred hand 17 WATER ST. • WARREN, R.I. 02885 
guard position is—if you're not sure, start 401-245-4003 


10% NETRA DISCOUNT! 


with straight and level). With metal guards, 
it is most important to get all mountings 


flush; if they're not, they're twice as likely to THOR, MOOSE, XTREME, ANSWER, & MSR OFF ROAD GEAR 
rattle or be wrenched loose in a crash. If BOOTS BY THOR, ALPINESTAR, & GAERNE 
iy deed is Mus Eo. [неу npa LEATHERS BY TECHNIC, VANSON, HEIN GERICKE, & AGV 
s dades А : YUASA BATTERIES ¢ NGK SPARK PLUGS 
bend it, a little at a time, to ach 
the proper shape. This ie a Wiel and error | BELL, LAZER, VECTOR, SHOEI, BIEFFE, & SIMPSON HELMETS 
process, but a better fit to begin ensures WET SUITS AND DRY SUITS BY SLIPPERY WHEN WET 
po ae MOTORSPORTS VIDEOS 
tic hand guards start to look good, as there MAXIMA, BEL-RAY, & GOLDEN SPECTRO OILS & LUBES 
Шашын depuis ыңк шлш. | EO нит Prei from $55.95 
i ; : Tubes from $7.95 Trelleborg from $60.95 
d bolt everyth . The one tip when 
minii ud lat: heed ramis чаас. is Brakes from $16.95 IRC from $53.95 
to try to mount the inner clamp as inboard Fork Seals from $9.95 Bridgestone from $49.95 
as mL nd as е санала Skid Plates from $52.95 Dunlop from $53.95 
ou е папа guard (rounds о e shoulder . 
duc калтын аны ое уыл о" from $56.05 
in e process. . E 
Back to mounting our alloy hand guards, Wheel Bearings from $6.00 Kenda from $31.95 
önce уеп ча komm. Mat perest Bend, Chain & Sprocket kit $99.95 FMF Pipe & Silencer — from $209.95 
remount the hand guard for good by sliding 
the bar end in and securing it to the inner If you don't see what you need, call! 
mount using the provided fastening bolt. ? $ 
Everything should still be hand tight, prior OPEN THURSDAY THRU MONDAY, 10 A.M. — 7 P.M. 
to final tightening in this order: 1. inner han- SUNDAY 12 NOON — 4 PM. 


dlebar clamp; 2. bar end; 3. handlebar 
clamp to hand guard fastening bolt. If at any 
time during this final tightening sequence it 
appears that things are misaligned, then the 
hand guard must be removed and shape 
further adjusted. With all this successfully 
completed, genuflect at your good fortune 
and repeat the same process on the other 
side. 
Post Installation and Finishing 

With everything mounted and secure, 
users of alloy hand guards might consider 
the installation of brush deflectors, which 
further protect fingers and keep hands 
warmer in the winter. For that matter, add- 
on wind deflectors for plastic hand guards 
offer more hand protection while adding 
strength to the guard itself. Again, nearly 
every plastic manufacturer makes some 
sort of add-on plastic brush deflector, how- 
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ever we're partial (at least on our race І 
bikes) to plastic brush deflectors that | < 
mount on the inside of the hand guard. This l 
І 
l 
l 
| 
l 
і 
| 
| 
| 
1 
і 
I 
| 
І 





и оа ee ee сас AM ee ee 


С KM ҮСІЕЅ 
LT FOR CHAMPIONS 


Bur 
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remm 
Leftover Specials: 


'96 KTM 360EXC $4699 
“96 Husaberg FE350 $5499 
“96 Husky 410WXE $4999 

‘96 Kawasaki KLX250 $3699 
“95 Husky 250WXC $3699 


Husqvarna 


d eu 


‘97 Husaberg 400 and 501, 
Enduro, Electric, and MX 


type of brush deflector offers plenty of hand 
room (read: eliminates the threat of hands 


being caught and injured during crashes), ү 

they're a cinch to mount and don't add any In stock! 

width to the handlebar. Enduro Engineering KITS 

and Cycra make this type in a variety of col- 

ors. Other brush deflectors might be pre- | E ы UTE Ur eru E | 
ferred in other conditions, for instance, the «eon Тэ, 


Acerbis brush deflectors are by far the most 
enclosed, thus being the warmest for cold 
weather riding. At any rate, with all of this 
hand protection firmly in place, those days 
of battered and broken fingers are thankful- 
ly retired. 1 couldn't imagine punching a 
keyboard on Monday if half a pinkie were 
left out on the trail on Sunday. Sometimes, 
change is good. O 






Phone = z 216 N. King St., Rt. 5 
a a (413)584-7303 mam QJ Northampton, MA 


Just off exit 21 of Interstate 91 in Massachusetts 
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Cincinnati 
Powersports Expo 


A peek into the new seaso 
Convention Center for 1998. The х 
show isn't open to the general 
public, as this event is a gathering 











by Mark Uth 


Cincinnati, OH 2/15—17 
he annual Trail Rider mid-winter pilgrim- 
age to the tabernacle of the motorcycle 

industry took place this past February, with 
our visit to the 29th annual Dealernews 
Powersports Expo. While not dedicated 
solely to dirt bikes, off-road motorcycles 
and related accessories are a substantial 
presence in a show that includes street 
motorcycles, carts, ATVs, personal water- 
craft and just about any product, device or 
service used in conjunction with those 
products. 

The Cinci show has grown into the biggest 
of its kind in the country, so big that 1997 
was the final year that the show will be held 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Having outgrown the 


mainly at which dealers and the 
manufacturers, distributors, and 
suppliers of dirt bike parapherna- 
lia work out the arrangements nec- 
essary for new products to appear 
up in your local dealer's show- 
room. The show is no doubt a trib- 
ute to excesses. Excessively cus- 
tomized street bikes sporting wild 
paint jobs and tons of chrome. 
Excessively trick, hand built race 
bikes fabricated from fabulously 
expensive unobtanium. Excessive 
and out-of-control riders апа 
industry celebs, and scads of hired 
models hawking products they've 
never heard of. 


How about an HRD in your garage? It's a French-made, Yamaha- 
engined 250cc enduro bike with Ohlins and Paioli suspension. 








you were talking about six packs or 


venerable Cincinnati facility, organizers are 


Of course, we weren't there to hammer Charlie's six-fingered woman friend. The 


planning a move to the larger Indianapolis out any six digit deals, unless, of course, Trail Rider mission was in fact quite mun- 


Trust us, with 18 to choose from 
KTM has the bike you need to do the job. 
From 50сс to 620cc, Supercross, Motocross, Off-Road, Enduro, Cross 


Country or Dual Sport, KTM has the most extensive high-performance off- 
road lineup available. Check "em out at Cliff's Cycles-they go fast! 


Outstanding Set-Up and Preparation 
for your 1997 KTM 


АП Set-Ups include Full Protection Kit 
Huge Parts Inventory 
Serving the Off-Road Rider for 27 Years 


Unmatched Customer Service 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


BUILT FOR CHAMPIONS 


Parts Orders Only 
1-800-559-2936 


CUFF°S 
CYCLES 


Cliff Frazee 
84 Rockwood Road (Route 115) 
Norfolk, MA 02056 (508)528-2936 
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ANNOUNCING THE OPENING 
OF A BRAND NEW 
PARTS AND ACCESSORY STORE 


POWERSPORTS 
Parts & Accessories for Motorcycles, ATVs and Jet Skis 


LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA 
AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 
115 ROUTE 73 NORTH 
BERLIN NJ 08091 


609-719-1448 
FAX 609-719-1451 


OPERATED BY 


GARY NOBLE 
“A Rider Who Knows What Riders Want” 






play. This is the RX125 enduro bike. 


АТК" prototype four-wheeler and flattrack thumper. 


dane: revisit and renew contacts with indus- 
try friends and acquaintances and check 
out the potential new crop of dirt bike cre- 


The DeVol Extreme Radiator Guards are by far 
the strongest on the market. The front and 
side protection encases the entire radiator. 
Cheap insurance for radiators that cost $480 

for one YZ, and $380 for one Suzuki radiator. 

$79.99 per set of DeVol guards. 


The NEW DeVol Racing Transformer Suspension 
Pullrods allow you to change the length of the 
pullrod. You can make the bike turn better or 
have better straight line stability, and still tune 
your shock separately. Mounts in five minutes. 
Used by Kevin Bennett and soon many more. 
A work of art for $89.99. 


‘97 CR250, ‘94-’97 KX, ‘95-’97 КОХ, '94-'97 KLX 250/300 


Aprilla had a load of very attractive specialty motorcycles on dis- 


Тс 


ations that may or may not be 
Ё brought to these shores іп the com- 
ing season. 

Regarding new scoots, this year 
there were two obvious trends to 
the show. The first was the explo- 
sion of the pee-wee motorcycle seg- 
ment, with literally dozens of new 
enterprises set up this year to man- 
ufacture or supply first time dirt 
bikes for kids riding and racing. The 
other was retro, as a handful of new 


importing new vintage 
motorcycles (usually Honda XR and 
XL based models), now manufac- 
tured under license in China. 
Viewing these models was like a 
flashback to 1978 (with bold new 
graphics, of course). Both of these 
ventures are interesting as they show a 
commitment (or pipe dream) to introduc- 


The DeVol Racing glide plates and (winged) 
skid plates have a mounting system that 
keeps the plate on the bike. Wow! What a 
novel idea! | wonder why no one else thought 
of that. Glide Plates $62.99, Skid Plates from 
$79.99, Pipe Guards $55.99. 


DeVOL RACING 


741-D Stevenson Ave. 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360)825-2106 
Fax (360)825-2663 
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PeeWees galore: Action’s 50cc Attack model. 


outfits importing or contemplating un 
model Me 





| ing new riders to the sport, 
either by growing into it or 
offering a cheap, simple alter- 
native to today's Japanese 
entry-level machines. 

Other highlights included a 
4 peek into some manufactur- 
ers R&D labs, including ATK’s 
display of a Rotax based dirt 
tracker and ATV models, and 
Aprilla's stable of funky new 
European creations, including 
а rad looking 125cc two 
stroke enduro model. In all, 
even the pictures don't do the 
show justice, but we'll print a 
few just to give a taste. П 


ы! 


Not all business: Jeff Emig plays air guitar at Caddy’s. 


HONDA DIRT RIDERS! 
ENJOY THE SAME BENEFITS 
YOU RECEIVE IN OUR 
CONCORD STORE, 

FOR ALL YOUR 

HONDA NEEDS! 


SPECIAL NETRA BIKE PRICES! 
1996 XR400 $4499 

1997 CR125 AVAILABLE! CALL! 

1997 CR250 AVAILABLE! CALL! 


HUGE ACCESSORY SHOWROOM 
SPECIAL NETRA PRICING 


freedom 
HONDA: SUZUKI orl LACONIA 


533 State Route 3 
Belmont, NH 03220 ; 


(603)524-6636 


Discounts 
on all parts 


<= HONDA 
Come ride with us. 
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1987 KTM 350 Enduro 


What might have been KTM’s most popular bike of all time 


By Mark Uth 


uman nature, being what it is, has 

the tendency to always embrace 
the shiny and new, whether it be # 
cars, women’s fashions or politics. 
Motorcyclists, for the most part, are 5 
not much different, often captivated 
(at least temporarily by BNG or the 
latest technological gimmick. A more 
cynical opinion might consider it the | 
result of a life time of thirty second & 
video fact bites and a society-wide # 
attention deficit disorder, but we'll & 
not take that bait. New is good and 
we'll leave it at that. 25 

That's not to say that old can't be 

good too. As a matter of fact, a great deal of 
nostalgia and satisfaction can be had from 
restoring and riding non-current and vintage 
motorcycles; witness the whole cottage 
industry that has developed supporting 
those endeavors. We here at Trail Rider 
have been bitten by that bug on occasion 
and some of those projects have even 
graced these glossy pages. The catch is that 
full resto projects are few and far between, 
and the truth be known, many non-current 
sleds are not restored, but rather plainly 
repaired and returned to service, the same 
way any greenhorn rider might obtain and 
begin trail riding aboard a used first bike. 
Hence the birth of the TR Retro Page, a 
potentially semi-regular feature whose char- 
ter will be to review the characteristics and 
specifications of non-current, post-Vintage 
dirt bikes that form the backbone of 
options for first time buyers. Its not intend- 
ed to be a used bike buyer's aid, nor 
restoration quide. The intent is simply to (I 
hate this word) reminisce about cool or 
noteworthy mounts of the recent past. 


Our inaugural subject is the 1987 KTM 
550 Enduro, a bike with a bit of a cult fol- 
lowing despite a short, three year produc- 
tion run. The KTM model line included a 
^550" in '85 and '86, which was a 275cc 
specimen that was completely different 
(and inferior) to the '87-90 344cc 550. 


6240 Box Springs Blvd., Unit 


Orders: 800-237-9906 






2, 7. 


Some riders claim that the true KTM 350, 
like our ‘87, has perhaps the sweetest 
powerband ever produced by an off-road 
scoot. While it shares engine cases with 
other KTM open class two strokes, including 
the 500, 540, 550 and the short lived 440, 
it has a bore and stroke unique from any of 
those other models. This might well be the 
key to the motor's user friendly power deliv- 





=, ee 


The engine that made Open class riders out of 
scores of former 250 pilots. Long stroke, relatively 
small bore, nothing but strong, smooth torque. 


егу. At 75mm X 78mm the 350’s motor is 
unusually under square, while nearly all 
other open classers of the day (and even 
currently) are over square, big hole/short 
stroke powerplants. We can attest to the 


Riverside, СА 925 


rumors, as this motor defines the 
moniker “grunty” and will chug 
along at seemingly single digit RPM. 
There’s still plenty of midrange and 
top end when things open up, and 
the large Bing carburetor flows 
cleanly throughout. The 350 power 
plant is an easy starter and comes 
equipped with a handlebar mounted 
choke lever (especially handy when 
motoring WFO down road sections). 

Modern White Power suspension 
components are found front and 
rear, with near 12 inches of suspen- 
sion travel found at both ends. The 
4054 fork lacks any external damp- 
ing adjustments, but can still be 
made competitive today with proper set up. 
As with most stock WP forks, it has the ten- 
dency to deflect if it hasn’t been breathed 
on. Ergonomically, the bike is kind of tall in 
the saddle, while riding position and han- 
dling is vintage KTM. Zerk fittings are con- 
veniently found on all suspension and swing 
arm joints. 

Our only real complaint is the cobbly, 
early generation KTM hydraulic brakes 
which use the identical four piston calipers 
front and rear (they’re not interchangeable 
though, as one’s a mirror image of the 
other). Things work okay up front, but the 
rear grabber is a little on the weak side. A 
130 watt lighting coil lends itself to poten- 
tial bike legalization projects, as this was 
our original intention for the sled. 
Unfortunately, sound output is quite loud in 
stock trim (muffler and pipe), and much of 
that noise is transmitted through the pipe, 
so a simple switch to a better silencer won't 
cure this characteristic. 

The ‘87 350 was originally priced at 
around $5700 list, ten years ago. Perusal of 
our used pricing guide finds that used '87s 
sell for $900-1000 in rough condition and 
$1400+ when clean. There's a good parts 
availability from the folks at KTM; however, 
like all Euro bike parts, the prices can be 
high. Aftermarket parts (pipes, silences, 
seats, seat covers, plastic) are all still readi- 
ly available. О 


Info: (909) 653-7720 Fax: (909) 653-10 
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SERVICE! PRICE! 


{ PANTS/JER- 
SEY 
GLOVES 


| $939” 


CHEST PRO 


CALL TODAY! 


QUANTITIES LIMITED! 


4 кы л iun 19» 77 139» 
FORCE 

SYSTEM6 SINISALO TECH SINISALO SCD5 96 STYLUS ее паво, T WRENCHES БҮТ ue 

PANTS/JERSEY PANTS/JERSEY PANTS/JERSEY —  PANTS/JERSEY $2999 $409” Was *46” 49 BIKE STANDS 


$89? 51 09? 8449” 51 29” w/Edge Boots — $29? ALLOY 29» 


RAGE Pants/ Jersey '69” W/GX2 Boots 299” Kid's Shes 22, 24,26 '99" 




























KIDNEY BELTS SCOTT 
$93 MODEL 89 
REGULARLY ‘39” 51 6? 


НЕР 
$79? 
CLR '99” / JR 69” 


RKS200rig МОМ 59” 

GRIPS RKS20St. NOW #21” 
DID 520 Orig. — NOW'48 

MSR SYSTEM 6 109” cd NOW GS 010520502 — NOW'28" 

EXGUARD "10 em гу Regina 520 ORS МОМ :89” 


ISINISALO) NY Chain - 6 ft. МОМ 109" Golden Spectro МОМ ‘3” 
АРЕНА На NY Chain - 3 ít. МОМ 89° Bel Ray MC1 NOW 3” 

ў | .. | | 8600 Cable -6 ft. NOW'79" Браун МОМ +4” 
| Size Price Sie — Price 8600 Cable - 3 ft. NOW :59" — Yamalube R NOW '3” 
Elite 28-34 "35 28-32 Disc Lock NOW'26" Kawasaki KOR МОМ 3° 


Revolution xx Ea à til ANMERA Maxima Super М NOW ‘3° 


69” - CLASSICS Red or Black KIDNEY BELTS 
Reg, "24" NOW*16" MSR NOW 29" 

LITES Red or Black ANSWER ProForm NOW ‘19” 

Reg, "21" NOW*12" Sinisalo NOW *38" 






















SINISALO GEAR BAGS 
$4 5” 


OR '29" WITH A ‘150° PURCHASE 
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CHAIN AND 
SPROCKET BARS 
















d : 
'U6GSX — EDGE2  EDGEYOUTH || SS" YOKOHAMA SIZE 521 540 
479" +1092 99% 100x18 — $3299 

"n | iü)x19 . $34.99 $36.99 
$38.99 


‘96 SYSTEM 6 MINI PRO TB1 E 
189" — 79" — nw/B9" 





























DUNLOP 

Simply the best for:your bike. 
SIZE D752- _ 0737 
80x21 $49.00 
100x18 ^ $5100 . 
110х18 . $53.00 
100х19 $54.00 
110x19 859.00 


Kawasaki] YZNMYNXYA AUTHORIZED Send $1 for catalog to: 2020 Main St., Brockton, MA 02401 
(TITEL TT] RES VATA eu FAX ЫШАНЫЧЫН ЫШ 


LLL 2, INQUIRIES: 508-584-1451 
ш = ш More stuff on the Net! 
HTTP:/ /206.109.21.130/BROCKTON/ 
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GNCC rounds 1 & 2 





OCALA and ROAD 





Words and Pictures by Jimmy T. 


Wt. the first two races are "in the сап” 
and there were at least a few interest- 
ing stories and developments as the 
Grand National Cross Country season got 
underway for '97. What you're about to 
read is the stuff that litters the cutting 
room floor, the scraps of information that 





A rare photo of Steve Hatch grimacing rather than grinning as he 
shoots his champagne off into the crowd at Ocala. 


Scott Summers suffered through a throttle problem, but 
still goes like a bat out of hell. 
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What the Top Ten Did 


don't make their way into Cycle News. 
That's because this diary is my post- 
race-thought clearinghouse, the equiv- 


alent of an editorial "cold one” after [i 
the dust has settled. Pull up a chair and | 


join me. 

With two rounds in 
defending champ Scott Summers is in 
a Suzuki sandwich (in the south, pro- 
nounced sowm-witch) in 
the points battle. Steve 
Hatch heads the points 
total, followed by 
Summers and national reli- 
! ability trial and hare scram- 
bles champ Rodney Smith. 
Suzuki has to be tickled 
pink, Hatch having won 
Ocala and Smith taking 
Atlanta. 

Hatch led 
standings last year to the 
season’s midpoint with 
consistent riding, this year 
he is at the top because he 


hooked up with Ty Davis 
and 
other way clear of the pack 
| from the get-go. Ty eventu- 
ally hit a wall and couldn’t 
hang with the Suzuki 
rider, having just recov- 
ered from the flu. After 
stopping for goggles and 
beverages a couple of times during 
the race, Team Green wouldn’t 
tend to TY’s needs as he passed 
the pits on the white flag lap, 
instead signaling to him to go after 
Hatch. He slowed to stop and they 
said “no go, get after the smiling 
New Yorker”. 

They finished a good distance 
ahead of Summers who took third 
after coming around waaaay down 
on the first lap, covered with mud 
and flying 10 feet of Roll Off ban- 
ner behind him. Scott was plagued 
with a throttle problem that hung 
with him through Road Atlanta, one 
of those little things that can only 
show itself in racing conditions. It 
seems that a little felt washer in 
the carb had a tear from assembly 
at the factory and let in just 
enough dust to hang the throttle 
up. Sometimes. Inconsistently. 
Very frustrating. Summers used a 
bit more clutch and brake than 


the books, j 


the points 8 


they pushed each | 


ATLANTA GNCC 


is flat smokin’. At Ocala he BEES 








EE 


Steve Hatch tore out in front of all the media stars and 
motocrossers at Ocala and never looked back. 





Suzuki's British invasion, a.k.a. Paul Edmondson, is having 
teething problems with the GNCC so far. 


usual to get through both weekends. # 
Mechanic Fred Bramblett replaced 
everything that could be the potential & 
cause between rounds, but there was Ё 
one carb that came from the factory 
with a never before seen little glitch, 
and it happened to be on the national 
champ's bike. Odds? I'm not a gam- 
bling man... 

Does that mean that Summers racing 
wasn't prepared? Hardly! More than a 
week before the event was spent test- 
ing the race bike mercilessly at differ- 
ent locales in Florida, from sunrise to 
sunset. l've never ceased to be 
amazed at how much testing the duo 
from Kentucky does considering 
they've been using basically the same 
motorcycle for eight or so years. How 
much refinement can you do? Testing, 
testing and more testing led them 
round and round until they decided on 
using the same setup as last year, 
when Summers won the Ocala event 
by a minute over Davis. АП of that Ж 
work obviously pays off in the form of & 
trophies and number plates with a big 
“опе” on them. 

After wearing GNCC number one for 
two consecutive years, Scott 
Plessinger brought the number two 
KTM to Florida with fierce determination 
etched on his race face. Typically a slow 
season starter, Plessinger was visibly hun- 
gry for a win and probably in the best sea- 
son-starting shape of recent years. 
Contracted by KTM to race the Mid-South 
series this year, Plessinger has been racing 
throughout the winter with little break, a 





Scott Plessinger is in awesome form for the GNCC, fresh from 
his domination of the Mid-South hare scrambles series. 


time that he usually kicks back a bit more 
with the family (wife Angie, daughter 
Danielle and little Aaron, the latest addi- 
tion). The KTM box van is gone and in it's 
place is a new motorhome and KTM cargo 
trailer so that all of the accouterments are 
there to keep a growing family well-kept 
on race weekend. The Hamilton!, Ohio, 


Are you Dreaming of a New Bike? 
At Razee's, Your Dreams can Come True! 


Rhode Island’s 
Newest Kawasaki 


Dealer! 


c Kies 


MOTORCTCLFS 


Kawasaki 
> = 
YAMAHA 
UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 


«HONDA 





native (the town's name IS officially 
- spelled with an exclamation point) 
Е” scored fifth and sixth place finishes in 

і the first two rounds. I’m sure it was 
below his expectations, but a better 
start than he has seen in injury- 
: plagued years that have still garnered 
championships. 

I mentioned fierce determination on 
{ Plessinger's face . . . he didn't appear 
to be having all that much fun before 
either round, for whatever reason, and 
that's not the norm. When he has fun 
8 he wins races, lots of races, and it's 
only a matter of time before he settles 
back into the rhythm that brings with it 
the quiet confidence to top the field. It 
may have happened by the time that 
you read this. 

In the KTM pits you'll also find Jason 
Dahners, from the Pac Northwest, 
number three in the HS and number 
ten in the GNCC. Dahners has been 
working out of Camp Plessinger for 
some time now, living with Scott and 
Angie in Ohio. It's helped both riders, 
training and riding together. 

As far as hard work goes, though, on 
the racetrack it looks as though Hatch 
has done the most over the winter. Did 
I mention how fast the guy was going? 
And always smiling? I can't fathom what in 
the world could make a person smile so 
much, until I Imagine lining up with the 
twenty fastest off-road racers in America 
and going out and smoking them. No won- 
der he’s smiling. The former national 
enduro champ is a total crowd favorite 
now, Challenging the territory that was 


'97 Models Going Fast! 
Call For Prices and Programs! 


RIDE 


DIAMOND 
MOTOR 
SPORTS 


P.0. BOX 18, CAMDEN, DE 19934 
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smith picked ир à win - Road Atlanta, demonstrat 
ing that he and Hatch will be the guys to beat. 


pretty much split by Summers and 
Plessinger until just recently. At Atlanta, 
when everyone had taken a practice lap 
around the MX course and settled into 
position on the starting line, Hatch chose 
to forego the parade and let his mechanic 
hang with the bike until he showed up at 
the last moment, hopped aboard and 
holeshot the race. He aired it out like a pro 
motocrosser and was never headed until 
Smith got him on the last lap. 

It’s hard to figure how Rodney Smith has 
accomplished all that he has in one racing 
career...national off-road championships, 
Brazilian national motocross and go cart 
champion (?), world championship MX 
contender, top American ISDE finisher and 
probably more than one thing that I’ve for- 
gotten. Mark Hyde enjoys talking about 
how Smith became the darling of the 
Brazilians and would chat with news com- 
mentators in fluent Spanish. Sounds like 
he could have had a pretty cush life south 
of the border, but instead chooses to put 
his talents into the major U.S. off road 
series. Team Suzuki Offroad is one of the 
most serious team efforts in the business, 
and Hatch and Smith are on a pace that is 
going to be tough for the field to catch. 

What about the other team Suzuki guy, 
the unknown quantity to U.S. fans? Paul 
Edmondson has won four world enduro 
championships and has really had his met- 
tle tested so far this season. He bonked in 
both rounds and DNFed, hardly an auspi- 


Using the latest technology, Motion Pro's Terminator 
Clutch Cables have the outer casing wires wound 
lengthwise instead of around like conventional 
cables. This gives a better, less spongy feel to the 
clutch for faster starts and extra durability! 


cious beginning. Also on the Brit's shoul- 
ders is the weight of replacing Randy 
Hawkins, the man long synonymous with 
Suzuki. I don't know where love comes 
into motorsports, but letting a great guy 
like Hawkins go to make room for anyone, 
regardless of their ability to ride a motor- 
cycle, is going to shake things up. At the 
Road Atlanta victory podium, Hatch and 
Hawkins spoke about last years Team 
Suzuki as being like three brothers, and 
Hawkins openly addressed his displeasure 
with his release. What he doesn't talk 
about is the way that the whole affair was 
handled, certainly not in a way that a 


Nylon lining Housing wound 
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multi-time enduro champion would even 
imagine. 

Time heals all wounds and Hawkins soon 
may not have time to inspect the past win- 
ters scars. On Thursday he won the 
Alligator Enduro, heads up over last year's 
enduro title challenger, Davis. Three days 
later he took third in the Atlanta GNCC, 
only his fourth race outing on the Sport 
Cycles Racing Yamaha. After so many 
years on a Suzuki, bike setup on the 
Yamaha has presented him with a lot of 
new options, according to Yamaha racing 
boss Mike Guerra. With so much frame, 
suspension, engine and transmission 
interchangeability between the YZ and 
WR, it seems that a lot of guys get into 
combining tranny ratios and things that we 
mortals don't occupy ourselves with. 
Whatever he and mechanic Dale Stegall 
are doing, it’s working. They spent their 
testing time pre-Ocala with Summers at 
Croom and Reddick, by the way. 

What else happened? Guy Cooper 
showed at both rounds and flew on a big 
Husaberg, this year in the Vet A class. 
Other new Vet A stars included Czech Jan 
Hrehor and Tom Carson, who leads the 
class points. ISDE legend Jeff Fredette 
made it to Atlanta and rode the 200A class 
on a you-know-what and finished second. 

Cooper won his class in Ocala and actu- 
ally led both rounds on adjusted time at 
the end of each event's first lap. Starting 
in the second row and thirty seconds 
down on the AA's, Coop somehow man- 
aged to rocket into the thick of the Pro 
class early in each race. The 'berg looked 
like a lot of fun, but not as much fun as on 


the Gainesville National MX track just two 
days before the GNCC opener. The trac- 
tion advantage of the big four stroke was 
undeniable in а few spots at 
Gatorback...unfortunately for Cooper, MX 
tracks are composed of more than just a 
few spots. 

Team Yamaha: past champ Fred 
Andrews took fourth in Ocala and dam- 
aged his steering stabilizer in the Atlanta 
rut n' root fest and couldn't continue. 
Doug Blackwell had a great ride for fifth at 
round two despite hands that looked like 
ground hamburger from round one, where 
he finished ninth. Pro MXer Brian Swink 
(on a Kawasaki) suffered the same fate at 
Ocala but didn't last the event. At least 
that's what I think happened...after three 
laps he pulled off, sat in the shade and 
stared at his ungloved hands. And they say 
that the Daytona SX is tough. Duane 
Conner finished seventh at Ocala after get- 
ting food poisoning just a few days previ- 
ous, another tough guy on a Yamaha. 
Duane is thought by more than one per- 
son to be one of the most naturally gifted 
riders on the track and he wears national 
number four, the top placing blue bike on 
the line. National number nine Brian 
Keegan made it to nineteenth and ninth at 
the first two rounds, respectively. 

That's the view on the cutting room floor 
of the top ten guys in the series, hope 
you've found something of interest. If you 
see me at the track, I look forward to 
meeting you in the pits or being shouted 
out of your way somewhere on the trail. 

Sincerely, 
Jimmy T. 
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THE 1996 BIG DOG RIDE 


by Dave Latham 


he world's highest, meanest, dirtiest, 

toughest BMW GS motorcycle ride,” pro- 
claimed the magazine report, perhaps with 
a touch of smuggness. How many other GS 
riders were reading that claim and 
daydreaming about testing their © 
mettle in "The Big Dog Ride"? To P 
add to the allure, participation « 
would be by invitation only, limit- 
ed to 56 riders. 

"So, what's the harm in submit- 
ting a letter of intent?" I thought to 
myself. "September is a long ways 
from March." And then I forgot 
about the whole thing. When riding 
season came, my ‘89 R100GS lan- 
guished in the garage, playing sec- 
ond fiddle to my dual-suspension 
mountain bike. 

Then, in the middle of the sum- 
mer the letter came. One quarter 
of last year's participants couldn't 
make it this year, and I had 14 
days to send in my $250 to secure 7 
a position. Only $250? That 8 
sounded pretty cheap compared 
Richard Schalber's Transdanubia ®— 
Ride which I did in 1995. Of: 
course, it was only two days of 
honest off-road riding, in the 
canyon country of eastern Utah, 
with an optional third day of warm- 
up starting from BMW of Denver. 
The check was easy to write. 1 could explain 
it to my good wife later. 

A couple of weeks later reality set in. The 
Big Dog was scheduled for after the begin- 
ning of classes at Harvard. Could all the lec- 
tures in Science A-17 be covered by my col- 
leagues? And, could I schedule an upcom- 
ing observing run on NASA's Infrared 
Telescope Facility on Mauna Kea early 
enough to get back to Denver in time? Just 
barely. 

But, how would 1 get the bike to Denver? 
Did 1 really want to embark on another 
adventure by myself? Then a flash of genius 
struck. Maybe I could convince Jake Herzog 
to join me. Jake has become my favorite 
riding partner in the woods. No matter how 
fast I go, he's always there in my mirror, fol- 
lowing at a safe distance, ready to pick up 
the pieces or to produce the part I need to 
get going again. It was late in the evening, 
and I knew Jake would already have retired. 
But, this was too important, 1 would wake 
him up! 

So, a month later, there 1 was, well past 
midnight on a Thursday morning, on the 
last United flight from San Francisco, start- 
ing the final descent into Denver: 

^We'll be landing in just a few minutes, 
folks. The temperature on the ground is 52 
degrees Fahrenheit, and the visibility is only 
a quarter mile due to the snow storm." 
Snow storm? This would be trouble! The 
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Winter comes early in Colorado 


Aerostich Roadcrafter that I always wear 
would be fine, but my boots and gloves 
would never measure up. Maybe there 
would be time to do some quick shopping 
in the morning at BMW of Denver, before 
the warm-up ride departed. 





It's never too early for snow in Colorado's high country. This is where plenty 
of New England experience comes in handy! 


Jake and Arlene had arranged for all the 
logistics: motels, rental car, the works. The 
bikes were waiting for us in a trailer at the 
shop. The shopping for 
Gore-Tex boots and 
gloves was all too easy 
(cha-ching). The sky was 
ominous. The start was 
definitely not according 
to the Bud Peck School 
of Key Time (another | 
ominous sign). 

We headed west and 
up. The first dirt would 
be over Boreas Pass, 70 
miles west of Denver, 
climbing to 11,482 feet. & 
There was a halt and a 
pregnant pause at the 
turn into the pass road. 
Like wary gunslingers, 
who would be the first 
to draw? I don't like to 
wait, so I took the bit in 
my teeth. Jake fell in 
behind as usual, as the 


mile it was sticking to the road, and by the 
summit it was 2 or 5 inches deep. In most 
places the snow was slushy, so the knobs 
cut through to the mud underneath and 
could get some bite. In spots the snow was 
packed too hard, making the traction rather 
unpredictable. When was the last 
time I rode at speed in snow? Maybe 
1973? 

After about ten miles 1 came ир 
| behind a line of three jeeps, moving 
at a cautious pace. I decided to stop 
and clean my glasses so that they 
could move on ahead. As expected, 
Jake was not far behind. But, what 
was this? A minute later another GS 
3 pulled up, this one with dual-sport 
{ tires. Even with full knobs, my hands 
had been full. Maybe some of these 
x riders were pretty good after all! 

As it turned out, this one was a 
Canadian, Neal Graber, from Red 
Lake, Ontario, which is a bush-plane 
town at the end of a 180 mile road 
to nowhere. Neal ended up riding 
with us for much of the rest of the 
| event. Most of the participants were 
grizzled old die- hard motorcyclists, 
many with competition experience 
under their belts in the dim past. 
The older these guys get, the faster 
they used to be. Neal, on the other 
hand, was a newcomer to organized 
events. He was at that magical point 
where everything is new and you can 
see yourself getting better every day. The 
97,000 km on his odometer was the give- 
away that he was well prepared to move to 





others hurriedly mount- Back down to the somewhat warmer and drier country below. Most of the 
ed up. The first intersec- trails were not too technical, but more than entertaining on the BMW. 


tion was four miles in, 

and the turn to the pass was not too obvi- 
ous, so we waited the corner before head- 
ing up. Already the snow had thickened 
from a flurry to a proper storm. Within a 


the next plateau. 
Dropping down from Boreas Pass, 


the 
clouds opened long enough for us to see 
the ski trails above Breckenridge lacing the 
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; closed in around us [ШЕ ЕГ = KAA 
again. The next leg would 
be 61 miles on Interstate SPORTMOTORCYCLES 
The pause for gas at the 
pour Face spicias and wibe | Serious Savings, Call For Pricing 
4, for Vail before the inter- 
and face-shield the ride 2 А ш im Service • UPS Daily 
was the drill: right hand | 
The higher we went, the 
about the stop. Only after we had dropped down 2 or 5 thousand 
from freezing. 


side of the mountain 
below us. Then the snow 
я 70, up across the BUILT FOR CHAMPIONS 
Continental Divide at Vail. 
: 4 
interstate entrance was а 
"7| welcome chance to clear 96 Husaberg & KTM 
WA joined by a fourth rider А A Н 
with Colorado plates, who 97 B | Ке$ Ava | la b | е 
urged us to get headed 
state iced over. : 
Without a full helmet Parts, Accessories, 
over Vail Pass would have 
/ ; been iinpossible. Here 
bei » EET pet Not too much on the throttle, and left 
rouble if you're used to the rocks. hand wiping the shield. 
faster the stuff froze on the shield, until finally the ice got ahead of 
my glove and I had to stop to clear the shield. Nobody complained 
feet from the top of the pass at 10,600 did the snow thin out. 
Fortunately, the highway was still warm enough to keep the surface 
The Big Dog Ride was run without any route sheet or written Н 
course directions. Before we departed Denver, organizer Dr. B | d d efo rd 0 utd 0 or Powe r 
Gregory Frazier ("Professional Motorcycle Adventurer" said the sign 





on peek of his Du had su eigen ELTON Por ume I had 426 Elm Street 
marked his suggestions on a borrowe road map, and as usu- . : 
ally happens I found myself in the lead. After exiting at Gypsum, the Biddefo rd, Maine 04005 





turns to Cottonwood Pass were fairly obvious. Although these grav- 
el roads all appeared to be well-traveled, we didn't see much traf- (207)286-8585 


fic. Maybe it was the snow flurries that was keeping people off the 
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iding dirt bikes isn't just our business—we do it for fun. But 
when it comes to testing new bikes, evaluating the latest 
riding gear or analyzing trick aftermarket hardware, we get 
serious. We employ the expertise of hard-core testers like 
eight-time National enduro champion Dick Burleson, off- 
road legend Larry Roeseler and world-ranked GP MXer Mike 
Healey. Add top guest instructors in all facets of dirt competition 
like Jeremy McGrath, Ty Davis, Guy Cooper, Malcolm Smith, 
Steve Lamson, Randy Hawkins, Steve Hatch and Scott Summers, 
and you've got an impressive panel of experts. 

Editor Ken Faught has been riding for over 15 
years and has competed in more than 650 
motocross and off-road events. He's raced every- 
thing from GNCCs in Florida, to arenacross in 
Ohio and desert races in Nevada. Heck, he's 
even got ISDE experience, plus he's traveled the 
world over, covering events in Spain, France, 
Switzerland and the Czech Republic. 

Editorial Director Tom Webb’s list of racing 
credits includes multitime AA National enduro 


rankings, ISDE experience and, most recently, 
a championship in the 1995 AMA GNCC 
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series. You know those riding fantasies that most of us have? 
Tom's fulfilled them. 

Feature Editor Karel Kramer hopped on his first bike in 1965, 
and he's become our walking encyclopedia of technical knowl- 
edge about every machine produced since. 

Test Editor Donn Maeda has thrown a leg over just about 
every type of off-road machine as well, from the latest MXers 
to yesterday's three wheelers, and from slow-speed, balance- 
oriented trials bikes to 140-mph Harley flat trackers. If it's got 
a motor and knobby tires, chances are that 
Maeda’s tried it. 

That's the serious part of Dirt Rider. It’s 
been that way since our first issue in 1982. 
And we think that's pretty intense. 

Perhaps that's why Dirt Rider magazine 
is the world's largest dirt bike publication. 
Our readers know that for the straight 
scoop from the guys who really know, Dirt 
Rider delivers. 

Or perhaps it's because when the workday 
is over, we're still just a bunch of guys who 
like to go riding. 


MAGAZINE 


Pilgrim Sands Trail Riders 


Presents the 1997 running of the 


JOHN MONAHAN MEMORIAL ENDURO 


Sunday, May 25, 1997 Keytime 9:00 a.m. 


Location: Clarkie's Farm, Freetown, MA 
Sign-up: Sunday, 7:00 a.m. to start. 
Primitive camping Saturday night only. 
Event: AMA rules event, approx. 100 ground miles for AA, A riders, 
approx. 74 ground miles for B, C riders 
Directions: Arrowed from Exit 9 of Route 24 (Mass.) 

АП riders must have a current AMA and NETRA card (ECEA riders 
welcome), registration, license plate, drivers license, insurance, headlight 
and taillight. A sound test will be given! 

Do not ride this event without adequate medical insurance! 

For additional information call (508)295-0812 
Pre-entry fee (before 5/16/97): $30, Post-enrty fee: $35 
Make checks payable to: Pilgrim Sands Trail Riders, Inc. 

Mail entries to: John Monahan Enduro 
P.O. Box 606 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739 





RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, 
JOHN MONAHAN MEMORIAL ENDURO, 5/25/97 


| hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist Association and its district organizations, the Pilgrim Sands 
Trail Riders, New England Trail Rider Association, the promoters, sponsors and all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this 
event, for any injury to property or person | may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am preparing for or participating in 
the event, or while | am on the event premises. 

| know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon the event premises and, relying on my own judgment 
and ability, assume all such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for damages 
incurred as a result of my negligence. | have read and understand this release. 
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! Name AMA # Exp. 
City State Zip 
Phone (Home) (Work) Bike make Disp. 

| Rider Classification (Check опе): AA A B C Age 
1 

| Bantam (0-200cc) Light (250) Heavy (251+) 4 Stroke 

| 

| Vet (30+) Senior (40+) Super Senior (50+) Women 

І 

| Signature Date Witness 
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roads. 

This section emphasized one of the main differences between 
eastern and western riding. The distances between turns are often 
10 or 20 miles, and the stretches between pavement can mount 
past 50 miles. Everything is farther apart in the west. 

With the afternoon deepening and lots of miles to go before Grand 
Junction, I settled into a brisk pace through the snow flurries. We 
were dropping the Colorado rider and having to wait the corners, 
and he wisely decided to bail out and head for the slab at Glenwood 
Springs. We pushed on and were 
eventually rewarded by a spec- в 
tacular winding descent through Ё 
canyons to the Colorado River. 

My only heart-pounder of the 
entire trip came in the fading 
light of late afternoon on a 
paved back road. At the last 
moment I spotted a deer to the Ё 
left, just as he decided he was 
going to race me to his crossing. 
I grabbed a handful of the new 
six-piston Harrison brake up 
front and got the front knobs 
growling, to the tune of the rear | 
knobs whining, and missed the 
dear by maybe 5 feet. Jake said 
it looked more like 5 inches. To 
his credit, Neal did not run up 
my backside. 

The next morning there was a 
rider's meeting of sorts at All 
Sports Honda/BMW in Grand 
Junction. After everyone intro- 
duced themselves, we slinked 
out of town in twos and threes 
to avoid local attention, and reassembled at Rabbit Valley, a desert- 
ed interchange 15 miles west on the interstate. Here we divided 
into groups of a dozen riders, each with a leader, and headed out 
on a well-marked ORV trail. 

This first morning was a major disappointment. The pace was set 
to accommodate the slower riders, and it didn’t take long for me to 
start chafing at the bit. For a while Jake and I worked the ploy of 
waiting the corners until the pack got well ahead. Then we could 
catch up at a comfortable pace. 

In addition to the pokey pace, the leaders were having some trou- 
ble locating the route. Although they had been in the area for sev- 
eral days ahead of the ride to scout out the trails, they had not rid- 
den this particular route before. To find one turn, we waited while 
a leader rode into the “town” of Cisco to inquire at the post office 
(a little one-room shack). To find another we all followed him into 
a ranger station and waited while he inquired. One of these trails 
dead-ended at an impassable section on the bank of the Gunnison 
River. We might have succeeded in getting some of the lighter bikes 
up the steep bank, but it would have been a real chore to get every- 
one through. Nevertheless, the leaders did manage to improvise 
and to string together some interesting riding. 

The number of spills was surprising to me. I didn’t see anyone 
unload at real speed, but several times I witnessed slow-speed 
dumps. The bars would be yanked out of a rider’s hands when he 
hit the soft sand at the bottom of a ditch, or the bike would give a 
violent lock-to-lock twitch and go down when it hit a loose rock 
wrong. Usually the damage was only superficial, to turn signals, mir- 
rors, riding lights, crash bars, and plastic. Even after being upside 
down the bikes would start, sometimes with a lot of smoke from the 
oil that had dripped into the top. In all these spills the rider jumped 
right up and often had his monster lifted upright before help 
arrived. I didn’t hear of any injuries during the entire weekend, 
except maybe sprained backs from heavy lifting. 

Toward the end of the first day, three of us headed out for a more 
technical loop, led by Dore Capitani on an ‘81 R80GS which he 
rode in the Six Days of Michigan. This route wound its way through 
the back of the Arches National Park, and included a long stretch of 
dry wash with loose sand. It was a nice day, and we met several 
four-wheelers. The most interesting encounter was a pair of young 
German tourists of the female persuasion in a rented 4X4. I had 
parked my GS at the crest of a large rock slab, maybe 15 feet high, 
which jutted up at a fairly steep angle out of a sandy wash. We had 
all ridden out of the wash easily enough, but they had to dive down 
into it. They did so very gingerly, all four wheels kind of half sliding 
down the rock. 

The last day was a much more interesting ride, with a single long 


Looking back over the colder part of the 
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view. There's no doubt that some of the 
best scenery in the country is in Colorado. 


off-road stretch of about 75 miles, much of it in Canyon Rims 
Recreation Area and Canyonlands National Park. The group had 
dwindled to just eight gung-ho riders, and this was a more man- 
ageable number which alleviated somewhat the long waits of the 
first day. 

The first section took us along the bed of a running creek, with 
some moderately difficult exits from the creek bed. Somewhere in 
here Dr. Greg rearranged his front-end plastic and drained the reser- 
voir for his front brake. I guess he was bored and wanted to make 
the day's ride more of a chal- 
lenge. The lack of a front brake 
didn't seem to slow him down 
very much, except that he had to 
: walk his bike in gear down a very 
steep rocky section on the wall 
of Kane Springs Canyon. This hill 
was the main photo opportunity 
of the day. I tried to ride down on 
3 the pegsS, trials style. I didn't 
clean the section, but 1 don't 
| think the Doc saw my dab, 
because it was after 1 passed 
him. I think Jake also had a 
: moment of indecision at the 
same spot for his dab. Several of 
the riders came down the hard 
way, very slowly, pausing to con- 
sider each line, and paddling all 
the time. If you can get up your 
courage, these descents are a lot 
easier if you take them at enough 
speed so that you can ride down 
and let the bike do the work. 

Toward the end of the day I 
took the lead again, and this time 
young Neal dropped in behind. 1 used the rubber-band ploy, the 
one where you set the speed so that it stretches the rider following 
you, but you back off if you get too far ahead. The idea is to bird- 
dog the corners for him and to set a pace that gets him going a lit- 
tle faster. Neal did very well and stayed in my mirrors for quite a 
number of miles as we worked our way back towards the pavement. 
The riding was mostly fast gravel with plenty of corners and wash 
crossings to keep you honest. At the next stop Jake wanted to know 
who was responsible for the tracks off into the desert at a couple 
of the corners. 

The Big Dog Ride has evolved from an informal weekend outing 
for local riders to an event that attracts GS riders from all over the 
country. True to its history, the ride is still informal, with the empha- 
sis on camaraderie and having a good time. In this spirit, one of the 
high points was the steak fry on the last night, out behind the swim- 
ming pool at the Super Eight in Moab. The hood of Dr. Greg's truck 
and the tops of two handy dumpsters served as tables. In these ele- 
gant surroundings we traded stories and listened in awe as Jeff 
Forster gave an animated account of his ride off a 200-foot cliff just 
months earlier in 1996. Jeff, you have now been immortalized in a 
new problem in homework #3 for Science A-17. The students are 
asked to calculate how long your free-fall lasted before you hit. 

Forget about the Big Dog if you are looking for an organized com- 
petition event. The star of this ride is the terrain, with long off-road 
distances and spectacular views. Let us again thank the Doc, Clem, 
Dore, Angelica, and all the others who helped organize this adven- 
ture. 


~~ 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dave Latham has been riding motorcycles for 58 years. In the late 
sixties and early seventies he was an active enduro rider and orga- 
nizer. High points of his riding career include New England Enduro 
Grand Champion (1967), a National Enduro Grand Championship 
(Kunkle, 1969), and four ISDT medals. The toughest ride of his life 
was the final day of the Czech ISDT in 1972, when merciless terrain 
and foul weather conspired to steal his gold medal with only 15 
miles to go. He was one of the founding fathers of the New England 
Trail Rider Association, and took over from AI Eames as its second 
president so that Al could run the 1973 ISDT, when it was held in 
New England. A high point of his organizing career was the GS-USA 
in 1995, an invitational six-day event using many sections from the 
1973 ISDT, with 5 top GS riders from Europe and 4 former New 
England Grand Champions. Dave has been teaching astronomy at 
Harvard since 1961. Many astronomers credit him with the discov- 
ery of the first planet orbiting another star, and this led to an 
appearance with Ted Kopel on Nightline last October. О 



















AMA National Dual Sport 


Trailride Series |. à EE 


NEED. 
HONDA 


ENTRY FÜRM-———— 


C] $40 Flat fee. [ ] Minimum $75 collected pledge 
money qualifies you for the Honda drawing. 


Name: 





Address: 
City; . . —— State: — Zip: 1. 
Telephone: .. oe ел ат -— 


` Make checks payable to: 
The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
114 Perimeter Road, Unit E 

Nashua, NH 03063 


M n 
June 21 & 22,1997 


All Proceeds to benefit e А 
Cystic 









Fibrosis 
Pees ИЕ Foundation 
паи Call 1-800-757-0205 
Your Participating Northeast Region HONDA Dealers. for more information 


BANGOR BERGEN BETTENCOURTS | CENTRAL VERMONT| CHERRY HILL CONCORD 
MOTORSPORTS HONDA HONDA MOTORCYCLES HONDA MOTORCYCLE SHOP 
Bangor, ME Lodi, NJ West Bridgewater, MA Rutland, VT Cherry Hill, NJ Concord, NH 

(207) 942-4444 (201) 641-0100 (508) 587-1701 (802) 773-4533 (609) 424-7050 (603) 228-0364 


COOPERS CROSS BAY CURRIER CYCLES DEPOT EAGLE'S 
CYCLE RANCH HONDA HONDA 128 HONDA SPORT SHOP 
Trenton, NJ Howard Beach, NY Gorham, NH Beverly, MA Rye, NH Wilton, ME 
(609) 587-6354 (718) 738-7618 (603) 466-5454 (508) 927-3400 (603) 964-7474 (207) 645-3733 


FAMILY FREEDOM FREEDOM GREATER BOSTON HONDA HONDA 
CYCLE CENTER CYCLE HONDA MOTORSPORTS OF RIVERHEAD SUZUKI WORLD 
Waterbury, CT Concord, NH Belmont, NH Arlington, MA Riverhead, NY Oakland, ME 
(203) 757-7830 (603) 225-2779 (603) 524-6636 (617) 648-1300 (516) 727-5510 (207) 465-3710 


K.K. LAND AIR LEBANON MANCHESTER MOTORSPORTS NASHUA 
MOTORSPORTS HONDA/SUZUKI MOTOR TOYS HONDA INTERNATIONAL CYCLE CENTER 
Presque Isle, ME Essex Junction, VT Lebanon, NH Manchester, CT Auburn, MA Nashua, NH 
(207) 764-7180 (802) 878-5052 (603) 650-9200 (860) 645-3120 (508) 832-9494 (603) 889-0161 


NAULT'S NAULT'S PARKWAY PROFILE RAZEE MOTORCYCLE REYNOLDS 

HONDA WINDHAM HONDA CYCLE HONDA CENTER, INC. SPORT CENTER 
Manchester, NH Windham, NH Everett, MA Albany, NH North Kingston, RI Gorham, ME 
(603) 669-7220 (603) 898-4466 (617) 389-6998 (603) 447-5855 (401) 295-8837 (207) 929-6641 


SCHOTT SCOTT SUNRISE TRI-SPORTS VALLEY WEYMOUTH 

ENTERPRISES | MOTORSPORTS HONDA Topsham, ME MOTORSPORTS, INC. HONDA 
Lewiston, ME East Swanzey, NH Freeport, NY (207) 729-3328 Northampton,MA Weymouth, MA 
(207) 784-1308 (603) 352-9982 (516) 546-4552 (413) 584-7303 (617) 337-7400 








Our thanks to these sponsors: 


S. AMA Әс) Æ. 


AmericanAirlines* ‘AMERICAN IMOTORCYCLIST ASSOCIATION 





RORR XXIV ENDURO 


May 25, 1997 
Sponsored by the 
Reading Off-Road Riders, Inc. 
24th Annual * 400 Rider Limit 
Approximately 80 Miles 
ECEA and AMA Sanctioned 
Key Time: 8:00 A.M. 





Start: New Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Little League field. Located halfway between Pottsville and 
Tamaqua on Route 209. Camping available, no open fires. 

Entry Fee: $28 pre-entry, $55 post-entry. Make checks payable to R.O.R.R. Inc., mail to P.O. Box 
15006, Reading PA 19612-5006. We cannot accept riders under the age of 18. You will be 
required to sign a "statement of responsibility" the day of the event. Fill out a return address label 
at the start for results. 

Starting Position: Will be determined by a drawing on May 16, 1997. Entries received after 
drawing will be treated as post entries. Absolutely no phone entries accepted. 
Requirements: АП riders must have a valid motorcycle operator's license. All bikes must have a 
license plate and a firmly attached spark arrestor, headlight and taillight. All entrants must have a 
valid AMA card and an ECEA enduro license. The ECEA license may be obtained the day 
before the enduro only. There is no fee for this test. 

There will be a tech inspection Saturday 6-8 PM & Sunday 7 AM on—be prepared! 
Sign-Up: Open Saturday from noon to 8:00 Р.М. and beginning at 6:50 A.M. on Sunday. 
R.O.R.R. T-shirts available. Awards presented by "Miss R.O.R.R." 

Food: Spaghetti dinner Saturday night, breakfast Sunday morning. 

Information: (610)921-3592, 5 PM to 10 PM Mon. thru Fri. 

No ATVs or Minibikes Allowed on Premises! 


Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement 


PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! 


Name Age | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist 
a T ERE E LESE ы RENS Association and its district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and 
Address all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 
——Ó——MM—M ÁÁÉÁÓ—ÓM—Ó——— H——S property or person | may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am 
preparing for or participating in the event, or while | am on the event premises. 
City State )| | _Ž_— 1 know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating іп the event and while upon 
the event premises and, relying on my own judgment and ability. assume ail such risks of loss and here- 
Zip by agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for dam- 
————————— . ages incurred as a result of my negligence. 
Phone (area code) .— |. . | | ... .. Signature 
EGEANO.—————— o A Vehicle No. 
AMA No. Expires: Witness 
AMAClubName:__ ç — Адагеѕѕ 
Bike Make: «— A A  Á  À A Displacement: 


Check skil! level and class below: 

ОАА ОА ОВ DC SORRY, NO RIDERS UNDER 18 
О Senior (40+) А-В C) Super Senior (50+) А-В 

(О Four Stroke A-B-C C] Women 

О Veteran (30+) A-B-C (0 Masters (60+) 


42 Trail Rider 


pU etree ee re ee ee 
| ————————————: 


Г Ridge Riders Motorcycle Club presents 
HACKETTSTOWN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL BENEFIT I 


RIDGE RUN XXVIII! 


1997 BILL RAUH MEMORIAL ENDURO 


May 11, 1997 Keytime 8:00 A.M. | 
| Start: Northern New Jersey. Take Route 80 to Route 206 north to Waterloo Road. Follow arrows to start. Sign-up | 
| will be open Saturday from 3:00 P.M. until dark, and Sunday at 6:00 A.M. | 


АП entrants must be 18 years old or older. Riders will be required to sign a waiver and release at the event. 
| Starting Position: Will be determined by a drawing on May 2, 1997. Entries received after this date will be assigned | 
a number following all pre-entries. A & B riders attached to C rider entries will be drawn with the C riders. 
| Confirmation of starting number and other information will be mailed following the drawing. | 
| Requirements: License plate, motorcycle driver's license, proof of insurance, spark arrestor/muffler, headlight & { 
taillight. АП riders must have a registration! There will be a tech inspection Sunday morning. АП entrants must have 
a valid AMA card. AII C riders and anyone riding to obtain ECEA points must have an ECEA enduro license. ECEA 
license may be obtained only on Saturday, May 10, 1997. Holders of NETRA or other association cards will be 
issued a comparable ECEA card. New riders must check “С” class on entry. All ECEA classes will be run. { 
Sign Up: Open Saturday from 3:00 Р.М. until dark, and Sunday at 6:00 A.M. | 
Camping: Available free at start grounds May 10 and May 11. There is no water or hookups available. 
Food: Food will be offered on Saturday afternoon, with breakfast and lunch on Sunday. | 
Information: Call Aaron Kalisher at (201)347-7123 after 6:00 P.M. 
Lodging: Day’s Inn (201)347-5100 or Inn at Panther Valley (908)852-6000. Both 10—15 minutes from start. | 
Entry Fee: Motorcycle club members $30 Pre-entry, $35 Post-entry. | 
/ Make checks payable to Ridge Riders M.C. and mail entry to: 
Ridge Riders M.C. i 
с/о Eric Koeller • 100 Main Street • Sussex, NJ 07461 i 
| 


Saturday Extracurricular Activities: Junior Rider Fun Trail Ride (Escorted): 2:00 p.m. 


SANCTIONED 





NO PIT RACING WHATSOEVER OR YOU WILL BE DISQUALIFIED! 


————————— 


p^7-------- 


Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement | 
| | PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! | 

Мате Аде 1 hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist 
E GUAE M CITED EE - Е ~~ Association and its district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and | 


Address all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 
u— e ——— — À M (LEES property or person | may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am 
Ci S preparing for or participating in the event. or while | am on the event premises. 
ty tate | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon 
the event premises and. relying on my own judgment and ability. assume all such risks of loss and here- 
Zip by agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for dam- 
uá————— ý дай Incurfed.as.a.fesultiol my:nagligence: 


Phone (area code) .. | | | . Signature 
ECEANo... |... . | | | |. )  ) Vehicle No. 
АМА №. . .  . Expires. . | . A A Witness 
AMA Club Name: — 1 1 1 |  — Address 
BikeMake: |. À A Displacement: 










Participant under 


Check skil! level and class below: 

ОАА ОА OB Dc 

О Senior (40+) А-В О Super Senior (50+) А-В 
О Four Stroke A-B-C C] Women 

C Veteran (30+) A-B-C — 7] Masters (60+) 
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YANKEE TRADER 


1994 KTM 400RXC Dual sport, stock, 
with buddy pegs and rack. 6500 miles, 
new tires, jetted, well maintained, etc. 
$5100 obo, a great new pet for a loving 
household. Please call (609)955-7805. 
Garage Sale ICO computer, good as 
new. Kawasaki KX250 gas tanks, Pirie 
5.2 carbon fiber and Acerbis 5.4 gal., 
'94 and newer models. FMF and Pro- 
Circuit KX250 pipes, fit '94 and newer. 
Cannondale mountain bike with Rock 
Shox. Make me an offer on anything, 
please! Call Kevin, (609)499-1 546. 

1995 ATK 250LQ Very low hours, like 
new, KPS shock valving, Dunlops, Pirie 
pipe guard, $5000. Call Bob, (201)797- 
0188 eves. 

1995 Husky 350WXE Fact. Conn. susp, 
MS tall seat foam and cover, Tech Tubes, 
skid plate and guards. ICO PCX enduro 
computer, ready to race. $1800 obo, 
(508)670-1465. 

Pacemaker Computers Two available, 
completely refurbished with thumb 
switches, updated with latest technology. 
$200 each, call Marc at (302)947-1100. 
1996 Beta Techno 250 Trials bike. Exc. 
cond., NJ title, $5900. (908)852-9461. 
1996 KTM 250 EXC Dyno Port, Bark 
Busters, Drew Smith susp., K-Style graph- 
ics, safety wired by Wire Tech, fresh 
motor. $5900, poss. trade for 500ЕХС. 
(610)779-1199. 

$1600 obo. (605)542-4621. 

1994 Suzuki RMX250 NJ title, Pro 
Action susp., Dyno Port pipe, new tires, 
new in box ICO Pro Comp, leftover, used 
half season, many extras. $5700. 
(201)942-8925. 

1996 KTM 300EXC Exc. cond., 
Style graphics, $3450. Full title, 
(917)797-7726. 

1995 KTM Duke, $7298 out the door. 
1996 KTM Duke, $7598 complete. 
1996 KTM 620EXC, $5998. 1996 KTM 
620RXC, $6178. 1996 KTM 50 SXR 
Pro, $1498. 1996 Husky 610WXC, 
$5699. 1996 Husky 360 WXC, $4799. 
1996 Husky 250WXC, $4499. 1995 
KTM 620RXC, $5498. All brand new, 
leftovers., not including licensing, regis- 
tration or taxes. Call today, (609)726- 

19 17. 

Wanted: Aluminum muffler from ‘94— 
‘97 KTM four-stroke. 550cc, 400cc, or 
620cc. Call Fran, at (814)568-9944. 
1992 KTM 125EXC New: Wiseco piston, 


‘97 K- 


413 e 568 e 1638 
TS WAR PAINT FOR YOUR SHID LID 
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Boyesen RAD Valve, frt & rr brake hoses, 
chain. Fact. Conn. Susp., Dyno Port 
torque pipe with quard, reg. in New 
Hampshire, very fast & great handling. 
1996 KTM 300MXC Bark busters, skid 
plate, T-vents, professionally maintained, 
$5995 obo. (914)552-0588. 

1994 КТМ 250EXC Bark Busters, skid 
plate, T-vents, FMF pipe, $2695 
obo.(201)875-2111. 

Kawasaki KDX200 carb, Keihin PWK, 
brand new. $169.95. (609)294-8705. 
1992 Husq WXE 125 ., Trophy 
mach.,very good cond., vet owned, low 
miles, many extras, race perp by WER, 
reg., N.J. title, $1600, John 609- 
8750850, or leave mess.(609) 875- 
0855. 

1992 Suzuki GS 500E (Red) New 
cond., 4000 miles, nice street bike, John 
609-8750850 or leave mess.(609) 875- 
0855. 

4-Rail motorcycle trailer, Dexter E-Z 
Lube axle w/torsion bar suspension. Like 
new. $975, Doug (717) 626-1558 
1995 Kawasaki KDX200 FMF pipe & 
silencer. Enduro Expert susp., many 
extras. Well maintained, senior owned. 
Titled, registered in N.J., make offer. Phil 
(609) 455-7840. 

1996 Kawasaki KX250, Moose fly- 
wheel, FMF pipe - 3 others, cylinder 
cleaned up, lighting coil by CA Team 
Green, WER steering damper, Enduro 
Experts susp., lg & sm tank, much more, 
$4,500 Marc (502) 947-1100. 


Totally, Devoted 


to 4 Stroke 
Performance 


Call FOF EOtCUITOU 


= Ld. cuc 
905-256-0570 











KTM • HUSABERG • АТК 
STOCK PARTS • MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


9350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 


























CRE Conversion Kits for 1989-95 CR125/250/500 
Lighting Coil Ignition e ISDE Center stands 
150-300cc Big Bore Kits e New Paoli Forks! 


Composite „= 
CRE} Protection ^ у. 
IMPORTS. 


Packages 
(S08)24S-0912 " (509)240-2605. 
Sh Spectacle Pond Ter., Е. Warcharm, MA 02538 





Performance Suspension Work 
Best Prices on all Suzukis! 
‘97 RMX & DR Offroad Contingencies! 


Buzzards Bay Cyclesports 


3095 Cranberry Highway 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 ° o (508)295- 5392 


PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE IT! 


GUARANTEED!" 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 


"THE DUKE OF DENT” 
THE MOST EXPERIENCD REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
OVER 15,00 REPAIRED! UPS DAILY 
NEW & USED PIPES VISA-MIC-COD 
BUY-SELL-TRADE 
“RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO. 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 Tni тоют 


CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 





SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 


CHOICE OF TOP RACERS: KEVIN HINES, TOMMY NORTON, JEFF RUSSELL, SCOTT PLESSINGER, DAN 
RICHARDSON, JEFF FREDETTE, FRED HOESS, CHRIS SMITH, FRED ANOREWS, DREW SMITH & YOU! 


FRONTS $99.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $124.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
TECH PRODUCTS (201) 848-0668 — 





Titan Tough 
ae $39.95 


Official Sprockets of the 
1996 GNCC Series 
1-800-367-5209 
We Ship World Wide 





Keep your hands dry, warm, and bark-free with the 
best plastic deflector on the market, and Enduro 
Engineering's top-rated aluminum handguards! 


PRODUCT LINE CATALOGS AVAILABLE, CALL TODAY 
(517)393-2421 


USED PARTS 


SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 
Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM • KAW • SUZ • HON 
KTM * HUS * MORE! 


(508)478-5700 • (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 


ISDE RIDER'S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most L/C bikes-wheels and spark plug. 
Only $19.95 each. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
• ОЕМ Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts • Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


Full Welding 
& Machine Shop 


TIG Welding: 


Pipe Repairs 
Frame Repairs 
Skid Plates 


Cases & Covers 
Chain Guides 
Footpegs 


Custom Projects, Guards 


EQUIPPED TO SOLVE ALL METAL 
REPAIR/REWORK PROBLEMS 


McKenna Metal Service 
Metal Fabrication 
(609)893-1957 
P.U./Delivery to ECEA Enduros 














KTM 250 Test: 
“Clearly, this is the pipe serious 

woods racers are going to want to 
use. You can tell the owner of DynoPort 
rides a KTM in his spare time!" 


AND have your plpe and 
silencer, plus porting 


Call (315) 255-3665 rax (315) 253-3699 
FAIRWAY CYCLE 


pump 


SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 
For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 


AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 


625 NEW ROAD • SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 
| 


| (609)927-2071 





- Trail Rider 
Magazine 


50сс to 500сс we 






| VISA 


RIDE BAJA 


*Experience the Legendary BAJA 
*See the sights on Honda XR's 
* Visit famous Mike's Sky Ranch 
Minimum age eighteen years old 
BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714)528-6539 FAX (714) 630-4474 | 


CORPORATION U.S.A. 
Suspension, Motors, Accessories & More! 
@ EXTREMELY PERSONALIZED, BEST AVAILABLE WORK 


e NO ILLEGAL ALIENS ! JUST PRO CERTIFIED 
TECHNICIANS & EX FACTORY MECHANICS ON STAFF 
© SPECIALIZING IN INORTHEAST'S DEMANDING CONDITIONS 


K.Y.B. 
Showa 


Marzocchi 


908°928+7800 


CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKER 
IMPORTING / EXPORTING / LOWEST PRICES 


3 ACRE FACILITY WITH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED WAREHOUSE 
1 MILE FROM SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE 












ADVENTURE BIG SKY 
COUNTRY 
Bring your geor, come ready to 
fide on our 96 DR360 Suzuids. Wo 
have single or multi doy tours for 
Ой levels of riding. 
Ооп? jus! Dream # Dud iti 
анана on Goduho Montana Moto Tours Inc. 


feno lim 817 ^ "9 (406)388-7591 

































DE соо 3 
gear for every 


kind of rider" 
ШО. Free 10( ! agi EA 

catalog. 
REPEAT: 


Ja RJ 


PROFESSIONAL 
ROLLCHARTS 





9:27 
3:28 
3:29 
5:30 






ANY ENDURO 
ANY TRAIL RIDE $31 
ANY PLACE 2:32 


+ VERSION FOR ANY тюл 2:33 


. сеи ОҒ АА 9:34 
FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 

9:36 
9:37 
9:38 
9:39 


CALL OR WRITE. 
1210 N. JEFFERSON ST 
н 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 


(714) 666-0136 


GRIFFIN VEHICLE SERVICE 


АТК • KTM • HUSQVARNA • HUSABERG * ROTAX 
SALES * SERVICE * PARTS 
Parts & Accessories for All Brands of Dirt Bikes 
Full Machine Shop • Crankshaft Rebuilding e Suspension 
Services 
ORDERS 800-525-6771 
24 Hr. Parts Hotline: 609-726-1717 Fax: 609-726-1777 
SHIPPING UPS DAILY/ALSO C.0.D./ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
P.0. BOX 337, CHATSWORTH NJ 08019 


Heavyweight Flywheels 
An A-LOOP/MOOSE Heavyweight Flywheel increases 
low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 

* Call now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog. ° 


A-LOOP Offroad The айыз formerly called 
3911 Norwood Drive #G ОиВ 
1-303-791-0035 


Littleton, СО 80125 





p X 
PARTS 
AT WHOLESALE 


PRICES 
1-800-648-3569 
SUNNYSLOPE HONDA 


9017 CAVECREEK ROAD * PHX, AZ 85020 
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here must be a zillion magazine articles 

telling us how to ride enduros. I notice 
that even Clipper is beginning to share his 
expertise with us mortals. 

But no one, it seems, has much to say 
about conducting ourselves when the 
motorcycle, or our aching backs, turns us 
into DNFs. Almost without question this 
writer is one of the top ranked DNFs in the 
American Motorcycle Association. 
Incidentally, DNF means Did Not Finish— 
and NO, they won't return your entry fee if 
you DNF, but they sure will enjoy a good 
laugh if you ask for it. 

So here is some advice to keep in mind 
when you've broken something on the 
motorcycle or developed a nice tooth- 
cracking leg cramp or pulled one of those 
big back muscles off into the HURT zone. 
You know the kind; the cramps that force 
you to walk tilted off to one side and being 
very careful how you inhale because too 
deep a breath causes pain that can dim 
your vision right back to black and white. 

Let's assume either you or your motorcy- 
cle is stopped on the trail. Here is the plan: 
the first order of business is to get OFF the 
trail. 

If the problem has put you and the 
motorcycle right down ON the trail, it's 
good to know that the average rider can 
crawl off a trail at speeds approaching thir- 
ty five miles an hour. 

I broke a collar bone on a busy Ozark 
mountain logging road and believe I set a 
new speed record crawling off to one side. 
Jeff Lackey, who can see humor in ANY- 
THING, even a four alarm fire, insists he 
was watching the best, and one of the 
fastest, imitations of a three-legaed dog 
he'd ever seen. 

Having a pack of Open 'C' riders breath- 
ing down your neck, and logging trucks, 
can increase crawl speeds tremendously 
and can lead to problems, such as drown- 
ing if you're on a cranberry bog dike. 

Or maybe a long drop into Kentucky if 
you're on one of Dave Coomb's Tennessee 
layouts. 

If you're one of those extremely unlucky 
riders you might even be able to truthfully 
say you fell and broke the motorcycle and 
were into deep do-do. This would certainly 
be true if you quickly crawled off a trail that 
had recently been used by a large troop of 
boy scouts who had previously eaten too 
many partially burnt marshmallows, then 
gotten into some bad drinking water. 

Now you have to get your MOTORCYCLE 
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DNF #1 


out of the way before those Open C riders 
turn it into a pile of wire coat hangers. 
Here's a tip: don't try to drag a motorcycle 
by the back wheel because the folding foot 
pegs will unfold and plow a furrow that will 
try to match the depth the handlebar is 
plowing. Better to lift the thing by the steer- 
ing head and drag downhill. If there is no 
downhill try to convince yourself there is, 
as you keep your mind on the herd 
of big ugly Open C guys. 

Now begins the waiting part, 
but thankfully, it won't be a 
lonely process. Insects 
you've never imagined will 
fly, crawl and squirm to your 
side. These companions 
will smell, taste and try 
to kill you. And these 
are just the better bugs. 

The really obnoxious 
bugs will investigate 
then go away to return 
later with flocks of rela- 
tives that are таг- 
velously adapted to bur- 
row deeply into your skin. 
Chiggers are merely annoying, 
but ticks are well known in 
transferring Lyme disease 
and Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever and other not very nice 
ailments. 

There are many brands of insect 
repellent and I recommend the 
smaller pump style units because 
they don’t leak much and seem to last 
forever. For a while there I was using a 
spray type, but during a two week period 
riding in Michigan I discovered the stuff not 
only repelled insects but also ATTRACTED 
bears! 

Not a very good trade-off if you DON’T 
have to wrestle with mosquitoes but you 
DO have to wrestle 400 pound bears. 

The good news is that you only have to sit 
beside the trail until you, and whichever 
riders have the highest numbers, are one 
hour late. This means you have more than 
an hour to repair whatever is broken on 
the motorcycle. 

From much long and bitter experience | 
know that flat tires will amount to 90 per- 
cent of the problems on any modern 
motorcycle. You have at least an hour to 
repair the tire and get rolling again. 

Super riders can change a flat tire in four 
minutes, but Joe Average is likely to spend 
25 minutes on a rear wheel and 15 min- 























utes on a 21 inch front. 

All you need are the tools that came with 
the motorcycle to get the wheels off and 
back on, an inner tube for each wheel, two 
tire irons and a pump. Old Ed suggests you 
carry 20 feet of clothesline which you can 
use to get the motorcycle off the ground. 

What you do is drop the sidestand down 
near the base of a tree, where the roots 
arch out, then push the motor- 
cycle against the tree and tie 

it with the rope. 

You might мапі to 
loosen the larger bolts 
first. 

And if your problem is 
something mechanical 
in the engine the 

clothesline makes 
an ideal tow rope— 
but don’t make the 
mistake of asking a 
fast rider with a 
death wish to pull 
you out of the 
woods. I did this once 
behind the fellow who 
laid out the trail and 
have never gone faster, or 
been scared worse, in my 
life. 
My mistake that day was 
knotting the rope on the other 
bike and ту handlebars: 
WRONG,WRONG, WRONGI. A bet- 
ter deal is to tie ONE end near the 
center of your handlebars then just 
loop the rope around the towing bike’s 
frame. Take a few turns of the loose end of 
the rope around the center of your handle- 
bars and trap the bitter end under your 
clutch hand—you might need the front 
brake to keep slack out of the towline. 
Simply relaxing your grip will let the rope 
slip off your handlebar, slip off the other 
machine's frame, and you're free. 

The nice thing is that you STILL have the 
rope. 

But get on the brakes quick when the 
rope drops or you'll wrap the thing around 
your front wheel. 

I've already done that. You won't have to. 


—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer 
of books, as well as author of the interna- 
tionally famous Duct Tapes stories. He can 
be reached at 111 North Summit Dr, RR5, 
Cabot AR 72023. 


800-253-7667 


Toll-Free 24 Hours US & Canada 
Questions or International 413-442-6562 
2 ur Fax Line 413-443-0966 

ours: Mon-Tues 9:00am-9:00pm, 
=7:00pm, Sat 9:00am-5:00pm EST 
e-mail adress is: ronnies@crocker.com 
edit cards and COD accepted 
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Control Cables 
Levers 










Handlebars 


Seat Covers 


Side Panels 
Rear Fenders 


Air Filters Front Fenders 


Rod Kits 





Pistons & Rings 
Sprockets Chain Guides 


Brake Rotors Clutch Parts Brake Pads Bearings & Seals 





We Discount Original Equipment Parts 
Call Toll-Free for Fast Price & Availability Information 





the exclusive home of Cylinder Porting and full-service machine shop 


PERFORMANCE INNOVATIONS 


Due to the nature of our industry, prices & availability are subject to change without notice 
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